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Appendix C Phenology of birds occurring on the 
Mendenhall Wetlands. 
 

This phenology chart includes all bird species that have been documented for the 
Mendenhall Wetlands by Armstrong and Gordon (2002). When the week of occurrence 
for a particular species was unknown to us we used the symbols + (accidental or casual), 
R (rare) or U (uncommon) to correspond to season and abundance on the Mendenhall 
bird checklist.  
 

We amalgamated all available records of birds on the wetlands. These were entered 
into Excel spreadsheets, to compile a summary of the seasonal patterns of avian 
abundance on the wetlands, by species.  

 
The information presented in this section represents 10,881 bird observations on the 

Mendenhall Wetlands since 1986. For example, one observation could be 30 crows 
counted on a particular date. These observations were gathered from a variety of sources 
that included the following: 

 
• Paul Suchanek’s observations from 1990 to 2002. Paul has recorded over 5,500 

observations of birds on the Mendenhall Wetlands. His observations form a solid 
foundation for the phenology database. 

 
• Cain, S.L., J.I. Hodges, E. Robinson-Wilson. 1988. Bird use of the Mendenhall 

Wetlands in Juneau, Alaska. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Juneau Office. They 
conducted bird surveys from February 19, 1986 to February 12, 1987. Units near 
the airport were visited twice weekly, and more distant units twice monthly. Their 
emphasis was on waterfowl and other highly visible species, but all birds seen 
were counted. 

 
• Bob Armstrong and Richard Carstensen’s point counts of birds on airport 

property from January through December 2002. This work was done for SWCA, 
consultants hired to produce the Environmental Impact Statement for expansion 
of the Juneau Airport. Counts were conducted monthly throughout the year, with 
occasional additional surveys during the breeding season. 

 
• Data from the present hotspot study conducted from March 2002, through May 

2003. Complete bird surveys of the Mendenhall Wetlands were conducted at least 
monthly. 

 
• And finally we incorporated observations by local birders Richard Gordon, Steve 

Zimmerman, Gus van Vliet, and Laurie Craig.  
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