
The first regular Juneau Audubon evening meeting will be held October 11.

International Coastal Clean-up Day

September 15, 2007- 9:00 am – 12:00 pm – Sunshine Cove Beach Cleanup
12:00 pm - Potluck celebration at Sandy Beach Picnic Shelter

On Saturday, September 15th thousands of people all over the world will pick up garbage and
debris from beaches and oceans as a part of the Ocean Conservancy’s 21st annual “International
Coastal Clean-up Day”.

Juneau Audubon has adopted Sunshine Cove beach for the event.  Please come and join us as we
work to cleanup this beautiful beach area. After you pick up your section of beach, then join us at
12:00 pm at the Sandy Beach picnic shelter for a potluck lunch and free Alaskan Brewing Co.
beer. Soft drinks will also be provided. Please bring a dish or food to share.

This event is a partnership between the JWP, Turning the Tides, the Marine Conservation
Alliance and the Alaskan Brewing Co. For more information, please call the JWP office at 586-
6853.

Saturday Wild Walks Summer 2007-Brenda Wright
First of all, I would like to thank our invaluable volunteers who lead our walks this summer.
Thanks so much to Carol Thilenius, Bob Armstrong, and Mary Lou King.  The information and
experience they share make all our walks enjoyable for everyone.

This year we had a similar schedule as last summer with one walk each month.  We were able to
enjoy a minus tide walk with Carol in June, alpine flowers and birds with Bob in July, and
corralled the elusive wild berries with Brenda and Mary Lou in August.  We were very lucky
with the weather for the alpine walk up Mt. Roberts.  We plan to continue having Saturday Wild
walks again next summer, so if you have a special interest or know an expert who could share
with a group, please contact Brenda Wright at programs@juneau-audubon-society.org.  Hope to
see you next year!
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Kids Explore What Fits the Bill
On August 6 Beth Peluso from the Juneau Audubon
Board flitted into the City Museum’s Juneau
Explorers Week children’s program for the afternoon.
First on the menu for the dozen or so explorers was a
set of experiments called “Fill the Bill.” At each
station was a type of food—water representing nectar
or grains of rice on bark representing insects, for
example. Kids had to decide which of 3 “bills”
worked best to gather the food. Tongs? Tweezers? A
straw? Then they decided which bird’s bill on their worksheet best matched each tool. After lots
of lively discussion we braved the elements for a quick bird walk, learning the difference
between crows and ravens, spotting eagles, and figuring out why pigeons fly in flocks.

(The Fill the Bill activity is courtesy of the Flying Wild national education and bird conservation
program.  If you’re interested in leaning more about the activity, contact Beth Peluso through the
Juneau Audubon web site www.juneau-audubon-society.org.)

Wednesday Walks
Thanks to all the people who joined the Wednesday noon walks. Participants included a
dedicated group of regulars and some out-of-town visitors. From Wilson’s warblers to harlequin
ducks, we enjoyed the wide variety of birds living around downtown.

The migratory birds are heading south, so the last two Wednesday walks we practiced our gull
identification skills at Gold Creek, where birds feast on salmon only a few blocks from the
Federal Building. We also had appearances by a kingfisher, mallards, harlequins and crows. It’s
quite the hoppin’ place!

September 12 will be the last Wednesday walk of the season.

Message from the President – Jeff Sauer
Election of Officers
The October Juneau Audubon meeting is among other things our time to elect the officers of
Juneau Audubon.  All Juneau Audubon members are welcome to come and vote.  The officers of
Juneau Audubon are President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Under the bylaws of
Juneau Audubon the four officers are elected, and then the other board members are appointed to
the board. The total number of board members is 10.

We have an active Audubon chapter, and a great bunch of people on the board.  We are always,
however, looking for one or two more people to become active and join the board.  This fall is no
exception as Liz Blecker, our trusted Treasurer for the past five years, is getting off the board.
We thank her for her great service to Juneau Audubon.  In addition Steve Zimmerman is leaving
the board after many years of service.  Anyone interested in joining the board in whatever
capacity please email me at my email address on the last page of the Raven.



Birder/ Board Member Profile  - Steve Zimmerman

Our relatively small Audubon chapter has made some rather large marks in the Audubon world.
We have two Juneau Audubon members on the state-wide, Audubon Alaska, board of directors.
In addition one of those Juneau members is  also on the National Audubon Society board of
directors.  Matt Kirchoff, (who was just in National Geographic regarding the Tongass) is on the
Juneau Audubon board as well as the  Audubon Alaska board.  Steve Zimmerman has also been
on the Juneau Audubon board and on the Audubon Alaska board (he is Chair).  But in addition
Steve is also on the National Audubon Society board.  He is the only person to have been on our
Juneau Audubon board, the Audubon Alaska board, and the National Audubon Society board.
Steve is a dedicated and incredibly active Audubon volunteer.  As for Juneau he has been on the
Juneau Audubon board for eight years, and was president two of those years.  He is in his second
three year term on the National Audubon board.

And that is not the end of Steve’s  community work.  For instance, He has also  been on the
Juneau Wetlands Review board for 15 years.  And as for birding he recently finished years of
work as the compiler for Juneau, along with Gus VanVliet, for seasonal bird sightings lists that
go to North American Birds.  Now he is, along with Mark Schwan, the administrator of the
Alaska Two Hundred Club.  (Google “Alaska Two Hundred Club).  The Two Hundred  club is a
group of birders who compile personal lists of birds seen in Alaska.  Steve has a state list of 359
species seen in Alaska.  Needless to say he is a very accomplished birder.

Steve got serious about birding in 1984 when he was working in the Pribilof Islands.   With a
PhD in Oceanography Steve worked for over 20 years for  National Marine Fisheries.  He
finished his tenure there as Assistant Regional Administrator.  But in 1984 he was, for a while, a
Manager of the Fur Seal Program in the Pribilof Islands.  And it was there that he seriously got
into birding.  From there and for over two decades he has seriously birded the state.  He is now
one of the top birders in the state and his Alaska Bird numbers  put him in the top ten of any
birders ever in Alaska.  Steve is contemplating taking a well deserved year off of the Juneau
Audubon board.  We thank him for all of his Audubon work and look forward to his return to the
Juneau Audubon board.

News from Audubon Alaska – Anchorage Office By Lorelei Costa
In 1977 the National Audubon Society established its first office in Alaska to participate in the
then-incipient Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). Thirty years later,
the Alaska state office of the Audubon Society — aka, Audubon Alaska — is still thriving and
working assiduously to protect birds, other wildlife, and their habitats across the Great Land.

In Southeast, Audubon Alaska has been particularly involved in the Tongass campaign. In
partnership with The Nature Conservancy, and with the input from dozens of scientists, local
residents, and resource managers, we have studied, analyzed, mapped, and described the coastal
forests and mountains of Southeast Alaska to identify areas of highest ecological value. With
these maps and data we are devising a place-based campaign to protect and/or restore the most
significant watersheds within the Tongass.



For example, if we are to ensure the integrity of the Tongass ecosystem — and the fish, wildlife,
and people that depend on it — we must protect places like the Cleveland Peninsula, Honker
Divide, Port Houghton, and the west side of Tenakee Inlet on Chichagof Island, to name a few.
Our assessment also identifies some places where both careful timber management and
conservation could occur, i.e., places where selective cutting would increase wildlife values by
creating gaps and age variances in the forest canopy of second-growth stands. This assessment
and all of its accompanying maps are available online. Go to our website,
www.audubonalaska.org, for more information, or call our office at 907-276-7034.

Elsewhere in the state, Audubon Alaska continues its education, policy, and science programs.
This spring we launched Alaska eBird, a website for citizen scientists to record their bird
observations for the benefit of conservation and science. It’s an easy-to-use but powerful online
tool, allowing you to find birding hot spots, manage your life list, map or graph your sightings,
and much more. Check it out at www.ebird.org/ak.

Another focus area for Audubon Alaska has been the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska in the
Western Arctic. The Bureau of Land Management has renewed its efforts to open Teshekpuk
Lake to oil and gas drilling with the recent release of a draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement. Teshekpuk Lake is one of the most important wetlands in the Arctic, providing
molting habitat for tens of thousands of geese and calving habitat for the Western Arctic Caribou
Herd. As a co-owner and stakeholder of Teshekpuk Lake, YOUR comments are urgently needed
to protect wildlife habitat around this most important wetland. Please go to our website,
www.audubonalaska.org, to read more and submit comments to the Bureau of Land
Management.

Audubon Alaska is a close sister organization to the Juneau Audubon Society, and one of JAS’s
board members, Matt Kirchhoff, serves on the Audubon Alaska board, too. We invite your
participation and are keen to work together to conserve the birds, wildlife, and ecosystems of
Alaska.

Juneau Bird Observations -- April through August 2007
By Mark Schwan

The spring migration appeared to start slowly due to protracted cold temperatures and lingering
snow, and once birds appeared, they seemed to hold and stack up, waiting for warmer weather to
spur them along.  As we entered into May, Juneau was awash with waterfowl, shorebirds,
thrushes, pipits, warblers and sparrows.  Moreover, by the end of the spring season, most species
on the Juneau checklist with a status of rare or greater (save the alpine species) had been seen by
one or more birders.  May vagrants (species not occurring every year) included 3 Pacific
Golden-Plovers on May 12 (Saturday bird walk), 1 Wilson’s Phalarope at the Mendenhall
wetlands on May 15 (BP), 1 male Ruddy Duck on May 17th at Moose Lake (RM), and at least 2
Soras at Pioneer Marsh were heard and seen through the second half of the month (many obs.).

As we entered into June and the heart of the nesting season, an unprecedented number of casual
and accidental species were documented.  It started with an adult Franklin’s Gull  on June 8th



(PS), then a Brewer’s Sparrow near the mouth of Duck Creek on June 10 (PS, AD, PR photo,
many obs).  This was only the second record for Juneau and the first to be documented by
multiple observer and photograph.  A Willow Flycatcher was located near Pioneer Marsh on
June 11 (MS, PS, PR photo, many obs).  This was perhaps the 5th and earliest record for Juneau
since the first was recorded in the mid 80s; the species has been found in Juneau more than any
other Alaskan locality.  The next day, June 12, an adult Black-headed Gull was seen near the
mouth of the Mendenhall River (AD).  This species has never been documented in Juneau.  A
singing male Magnolia Warbler  was found above Sandy Beach on Douglas Island on June 17
(PS, BA, FG, LB, many obs).  On June 19, a Least Flycatcher was seen, heard, and
photographed near Cowee Creek at Point Bridget State Park (PS).  This was only the second
record for Juneau.  On June 20, a singing but elusive Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was heard near
mile 26 of Glacier Highway.   This was perhaps the third or fourth record of this species in
Juneau, all from the same general location.  Over subsequent days many birders located the bird,
some getting reasonable views and photographs (MS, PS, GV, BA).   A pair of Wilson’s
Phalaropes was found on the Mendenhall wetlands on June 23 (GV).   To cap off the month, a
squad of local birders tracked down an enigmatic singing warbler at Eagle Beach on June 24 and
identified it to be a Mourning Warbler , a first for Juneau and possibly only the third record for
Alaska (GV, PS, BA, MS, SZ, PR, BP).

During July, highlights included two more Franklin’s Gulls , one on July 2 at the Mendenhall
wetlands (PR) and one at Eagle Beach on July 19 (PS).  On July 21, one Upland Sandpiper was
heard on the Mendenhall wetlands (RG).  Rare in spring, but only casual in summer, two
eclipsed plumaged male Cinnamon Teal in the Mendenhall River on July 23 were a surprise
(PS, MS).  Juvenile Stilt Sandpipers are annual locally in small numbers but adult birds are
hardly ever seen, so one on the Mendenhall wetlands on July 29 was enjoyed by many birders
(GV).  However, nobody was ready for the subsequent, unprecedented showing of juvenile Stilt
Sandpipers during August.  With high counts of 37 and 45 at Eagle Beach, on August 8 and 9
(PS, MS), and 50 to 54 counted on the Mendenhall Wetlands on August 9 and 10 (MS, GV),
nothing like this had ever been documented for Juneau.  By the end of the month, single birds
were still being found at Eagle Beach and the Mendenhall wetlands.  Also noteworthy in early
August, 2 Sora chicks were observed at Pioneer Marsh on August 5th (MCH, PS, BA, DM).

Considered a casual spring and fall migrant, the one bird heard in July could easily have been the
only report for the year, but Upland Sandpipers were found in a variety of locations through the
middle of August.  The first report came August 10 from the edge of the lower Mendenhall River
(RG), then either one or two birds were located above the tram terminal and atop Gold Ridge
(GV, MM, RG) on August 12.  The following day, August 13, there were at least seven Upland
Sandpipers located in Juneau, with two at the mouth of Cowee Creek (PS) and five on the
Mendenhall wetlands (PS, BA, MS, PR, BP, GV).  Three more were reported on August 16 from
the west side of the lower Mendenhall River (MS).  The only passerine highlight during August
commenced on August 13, when a mystery bird on the wetlands was photographed and quickly
identified as a Smith’s Longspur.  Later in the day, many birders went searching for, and found
one to possibly four birds (DM, PS, BA, PR, MS, LB, GV, MM).  Records indicate it has been
30 years since this species has been seen in Juneau.  One to two birds were seen in subsequent
days, and as August came to an end, another Smith’s Longspur was found on the wetlands (8/31,
RG).



 As September began, migratory activity had slowed dramatically, with some birders wondering
where the songbirds were.  But, the spring and summer in Juneau were extremely memorable,
with many species of birds being observed compared to most years, and more vagrant species
found than ever before in a comparable period of time.  Thanks to all the local birders for
providing details on observations.

Contributors:  Bev Agler = BA, Liz Blecker = LB, Al DeMartini = AD, Frank Glass = FG, Rich
Gordon = RG, Mary Claire Harris =  MCH, Molly McCafferty = MM , Rob MacDonald = RM,
Deanna MacPhail = DM, Beth Peluso = BP, Patty Rose = PR, Mark Schwan = MS, Paul
Suchanek = PS, Gus van Vliet = GV, Steve Zimmerman = SZ.   Report prepared by Mark
Schwan

Summer birding news from Ketchikan
By Teri Goucher

 It has been a delightful summer here in our part of southeast Alaska!
We have enjoyed lots of sunny days with unusually calm winds; only a few passing rainy fronts
and even a couple thunderstorms.  Even during this busy season some interesting birds were
found in our area.
 
Seems like a high number of Cedar Waxwings are around as their distinctive calls are heard
almost daily in the neighborhoods around town.  On May 10th a beautiful male Cinnamon Teal
was discovered south of the city at Herring Cove where it remained for several days.
 
There was a rare sighting here of a Eurasian Collared-Dove for a week around the middle of
June.This large pale gray dove with a black half collar is rapidly expanding it's range.This
species is thought to have originated in India and was introduced to the Bahamas in 1975. It has
been recorded throughout the United States primarily in urban areas but has established
populations in the south east part of our country and in southern California.These doves have
even been found in Iceland and north of the arctic circle in Norway! The expanding range of the
Eurasian Collared dove is still evolving and the final impact on other species remains to be seen.
 
Many shorebirds are making their way south already after their breeding season. Many Red-
necked Phalaropes have been seen locally enroute from the interior parts of Alaska to their
wintering areas south of the equator. Quite a few Rhinoceros Auklets and Surfbirds have been
seen around as well!
 
This is the best time of year to perhaps find some unusual birds as many species are migrating
south at this time; so get out there and enjoy the last of our nice summer days birding as Autumn
approaches!!

Gustavus Sightings -- May 1 - August 29, 2007
By Nat Drumheller natdrumheller@hotmail.com

  The Gustavus area had a handful of first records this summer:  A pair of Eurasian Collared-
Doves was at Bartlett Cove on 6/4 closely followed by a single collared-dove at a feeder in town



for over a week, with later sightings of single collared-doves in town on 7/19 and 8/2.  A Black-
headed Grosbeak and an Evening Grosbeak were seen at a feeder in town for a few days in
early June.  A Franklin's Gull was in Tarr Inlet at the northern end of Glacier Bay on 7/4.  Stilt
Sandpipers made a grand first local record with twenty-six on 8/8.  Eleven Stilt Sandpipers were
seen on 8/11 as well as several others on other dates.
  Birds rarely seen in Gustavus included a Wilson's Phalarope on 5/16, a Say's Phoebe on 5/19,
a Western Tanager on 5/27, Sabine’s Gulls on three dates in June and July, and a Mourning
Dove on 8/15.
  Flocks of Brant  stopped along Gustavus beaches on their way north with high counts of 500 on
5/12 and 300 on 6/7.
  Olive-sided Flycatchers came through in mid-May with an unusually high count of eleven on
5/17.
  Shorebird numbers peaked from late April through early May.  On 5/2, Bruce Paige estimated
over 40,000 shorebirds on the beach east of town near Rink Creek including about 400 Black-
bellied Plovers, 2000 Short-billed Dowitchers, 17,000 Dunlin , and 17,000 Western
Sandpipers.  The high count for Red Knots was seventeen on 5/17.  The high count for
Hudsonian Godwits was thirty-six southbound birds on 7/17.
  Northern Saw-whet Owls nested in a nest box at the Sharman's home, fledging four young.
This was the second year in a row that saw-whet owls raised young in a nest box in town.
It was a big summer for Great Horned Owls.  Reports of Great Horned Owls increased through
the summer with reports coming from all over town in August.  A handful of Barred Owls were
also heard through the summer.
  A Thayer's Gull with leg bands seen on 6/2 was banded on August 2, 2006 on St. Helena
Island, Nunavut Territory, Canada (just off the coast of Devon Island). It was the first egg/chick
of a 3-egg clutch. The chick hatched on July 17, 2006.  (Information from Cindy Gilbert.)

Thanks to Bruce Paige for sightings and records information and to Sylvia Pedersen, Sally
McLaughlin, Julie Vathke, Phoebe Vanselow, Lewis Sharman, and Ellie Sharman for sightings
and to all who reported owls.

Haines Report Spring/Summer 2007
By Georgia Giacobbe

Haines was fortunate to benefit from a late spring and summer after the difficult winter, and
thankfully, many birds arrived throughout the valley. One of the most unusual birds seen was a
Pileated Woodpecker first seen in the Kicking Horse valley in early June.  During the summer,
there were about half a dozen of widespread sightings of the Woodpecker at Mosquito Lake and
Chilkoot Lake.  It may have been several of these unusual birds took up residence here.  In May,
Greg Higgins saw Hudsonian Godwits by the small boat harbor, and Black Bellied Plovers,
American Golden Plovers, Semipalmated Plovers, Least and Western Sandpipers, Say’s Phoebe,
and multitudes of Common Scooters elsewhere.

This summer  at the Little Salmon—Pam Randalls noted a dark-phased Red-tailed Hawk first
week of August and a pair of Trumpeter Swans with two cygnets.



Photo by Carol Ross

The cruise ship dock was a roost for Pigeon Guillemots and a pair of Belted Kingfishers hatched
out young nearby. Surf Scooter males hung out at Portage Cove all summer long—they are
usually gone in summer.

Northern Rough-winged swallows were spotted during May at the Chilkoot River. Common
Merganser ducklings were late this year and lower in numbers. Pam also watched Bald Eagles
nests – two nests fledged two juveniles each. The Marble Murrelet population was strong this
summer. Pam was also fortunate to see a juvenile Harlequin duck.  She noted it was basically a
good breeding season for all, but the pink salmon were late on Chilkoot for eaglets.

Two other observations this summer--lots of baby robins—will they winter over this year? And
the Barn Swallow population was up this year.
 

Wrangell Report By Bonnie Demerjian
 

A birders motto might justly be "you never know". Just
when we think we've spotted every likely bird in the
neighborhood, an oddity shows up, sometimes for only a few
short minutes. This happened to Wrangell birders several times
over the summer beginning with the appearance of a small
flock of snow buntings that foraged on a shore side lawn for
less than an hour before departing for parts north. During the
course of the season we also briefly spotted and heard a
Townsend's solitaire, a Red-eyed and a warbling vireo. In
midsummer we got the blues -- a Western bluebird and a most

unexpected Indigo bunting. A Black-headed grosbeak grabbed the attention of several feeder
watchers in one day in July. One of Wrangell's birding hot spots, the Muskeg Meadows golf
course pond, hosted a nesting pair of Rusty blackbirds.

Cedar waxwings usually turn up here at summer's end, but this year appeared in early
July and have remained around town in force. Band-tailed pigeons continue to visit some feeders
all season and their numbers may be growing.

Several of us participated in a survey of Marbled murrelets during June and July. They
were numerous off the airport until the start of the survey when they scattered, resulting in only a
handful seen each count day. A couple of us cruised up to Holkham Bay, however, in late July
and saw hundreds, perhaps several thousand, of the birds as well as multitudes of Black-legged
kittiwakes, Common murres and Bonaparte's gulls.

We already miss the birdsong of spring but are now on the alert for migrants, including
the calls of Sandhill cranes as they pass over town. These birds are not a rarity and we
confidently expect their over flight each fall, which doesn't diminish the thrill of hearing their
voices one more year.



BOOK REVIEW By Jim King

Ken Ross, Pioneering Conservation in Alaska, 2006. University Press of Colorado, 540 pp.

Ken Ross had done it again.  His new, professionally documented history covers the period from
the Bering Expedition to ANILCA and compliments his 2000 account entitled Environmental
Conflict in Alaska.  Most Alaskans are aware that sea otters, fur seals, reindeer and whales were
important elements in Alaska's early history but here the details are laid out in proper order.  The
impetus for Forest Preserves, Wildlife Reserves and National Parks/Monuments, in the early part
of the 20th century is covered.  The role of significant naturalists and administrators including
John Muir, Teddy Roosevelt, Charles Sheldon, William Cooper, Edward Nelson, Bob Marshal,
Edward R. Harriman and others is all there.  The book is well indexed and includes 33 pages of
references, 109 photos and 9 maps.  This is historically significant, an important reference and a
good read.

For information on current Alaska District Corps of  Engineer permits check
out this web page: http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/Reg/PNNew.htm

Below are the most recent Corp permit applications in Southeast.  To see the full
permit open the internet POA in the center column.

Mr. Richard Smith
20 September
2007

POA-2007-1293-1
(278KB)

 

6 September
2007

Herring Bay,
Ketchikan

Mr. Ron Palmer
12 September
2007

POA-2007-952-4
(363KB)

14 August
2007

Tongass
Narrows,
Ketchikan

Survey Point Properties
12 September
2007

POA-2007-950-1
(330KB)

14 August
2007

Tongass
Narrows,
Ketchikan

Mr. Russell Cockrum 12 September
2007

POA-2005-549-M
(463KB)

14 August
2007

Ward Cove,
Ketchikan

Mr. Brendan Kelly
4 September
2007

POA-2007-1025-4
(490KB)

2 August
2007

Gastineau
Channel,
Douglas



National Audubon Society Membership Application
For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society please mail this form to:
National Audubon Society, Membership Data Center, PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001.
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.
     _____$20 (1-year introductory rate) _____$15 (1-year student/senior rate)_____$30 Basic
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Name_______________________________________________________
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Telephone number_______________________

____My check for  $_______is enclosed _____Please bill me
A51 7XCH

______________________________________________________________________________
_______
If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, and receive 9 months of The Raven,
send the completed form above with $10 to:    Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau,
AK 99802.  Please let us know if you prefer to have the newsletter sent by electronic
______________________e-mail or paper copy_____
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