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WEDNESDAY NOON BIRD WALKS -- Need a break from the office? Join the Audubon
Wednesday Bird Walks from noon to 1:00 starting NMay Beginners and visitors are welcome. Bring
binoculars if you have them and dress appropridtglyhe weather. Meet outside the Hangar restauman
the blue Wharf building downtown. Contact Beth Belfor more information 957-1050.

SUNDAY, MAY 18 -- at the Community Garden on the Montana Creek R&d@, bird-banding demo
and various celebrations for International MigrgtBird Day. For more information: Gwen Baluss
gwenbaluss@yahoo.com

THURSDAY, MAY 29 — SLIDE SHOW AND BOOK SIGNING -- Guide to the Birds of

Alaska 5" edition by Bob Armstrong will be available this nib. The features of this edition include hundrefls
new photographs plus photos of all the casual aoiental birds. This 2008 edition also incorposait the
changes in names and systematics made by the Aanédimithological Union since the last edition B985. With
the help of Thede Tobish all of the status andifligion charts have been updated. Bob will presesitde show
and book signing at Hearthside Books on MaY) 297 p.m.

SATURDAY Bird Walks Juneau Audubon, Spring 2008

Spring is here and so too are the birds!! We eragmiall to attend our walks. No experience iessary.
In fact, this year we will have two leaders on eaellk, with one leader for less experienced birddsng
binoculars if you have them. We will have a fewhamd for those without binoculars. We also wall/éa
spotting scopes for use by all.

Saturday, May 10. Location: Airport Dike. Walk to the mouth of the Mendenhall River. Thalkwvill
begin at the Radcliffe Road entrance to the wedatd:00 a.m. Wear rubber boots. Mark Schwanlealdl
the walk. Jeff Sauer will assist.

Saturday, May 17. Location: Airport Dike. The walk will begin at the Radcliffe Road entranae¢he
wetlands at 8:00 a.m. Jeff Sauer will lead thekwal

Saturday, May 24. Location: Sheep Creek Meet at Sheep Creek trail head at 8:00 a.m. Whiide a
bird walk/ hike with a long uphill walk. Emphasia tearning basic bird songs, by listening to theias
well as to the birds on tape (CD player). Beth Belwill lead the hike. Patty Rose will co-lead.

Saturday, May 31. Location: Eagle River Trail Meet at Eagle River Trail Head at 8:00 a.m sTaill
be a bird walk/ hike to the marsh to listen forasoand rails, Common Yellowthroat should be seen



also. Trail head is at the parking lot by the beidyer Eagle River. Jeff Sauer will lead the walkh
assistant. Hiking boots or walking shoes.

Saturday, June 7. Location: Moose Lake/Dredge Lads The walk will begin at the parking lot by the
bridge over the Mendenhall River along the Backp.&wad at 7:30 a.m. Note earlier start time trhthero
walks. Wear rubber boots. Bev Agler will lead thalk, with assistant.

Saturday Wild 2008 - juneau Audubon

sponsored natural history walks. Free and open to
the public:

June 21 - Wildflower walk at Eagle
Beach state park 9:00am 7

July 19 - Alpine flowers and birds with
Bob Armstrong and other plant and
bird experts. Meet at the tram at 8:00
am (special local rate)

August 23 - Edible wild berries :

Location to be announced

Join us- weather or not- as we explore the wild side of Southeast Alaska. For more
information on these free community walks, see http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org

or e-mail saturdaywild@juneau-audubon-society.org.
Please dress for the weather.

SATURDAY, JUNE 21 AT 3 P.M. —Ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the reopeanfrthe
Perseverance Trail at the Trailhead at the endasfrBRoad. Trail Mix hopes you will join all thoséo
made this project possible including U.S. Senatat $tevens and Alaska State Parks Director Janmgg Ki

HOTSPOTS FOR SUMMER BIRDING By Beth Peluso

'Tis the season of travel, when Audubon startsivegglots of requests from visitors. If you havieder
friends visiting Juneau, or if you just want toygmurself, here are some of the "hot spots" peoptewvisit if
they have even just a few hours. Of course thex®trer spots if people have more time!



First, if your guests are planners, before theynereive they can check out the local birding este
"Eaglechat", which you can sign up for on Yahoop It's a good way to learn what birds are arand
where people are seeing them.

From the docks downtown you can usually see segpraties of gulls and occasionally harlequin ducks
(especially by the Gold Creek outlet into Gastin€aannel). Marbled murrelets are locally common but
endangered in the Lower 48, so listen for theiedc] clear” calls in Gastineau Channel and you tregén
see them downtown.

The Mt. Roberts Tram (downtown by the cruise shupks) is a great, quick way to get into the sulvedpi
The tram costs about $25 roundtrip, but you cam d¢ésthe moderate hike up from the trailhead on 6th
street; if you buy $5 of whatever at the restaucargift shop you can take the tram down for filegts of fox
sparrows and Wilson's warblers flit through theusist There's a short loop trail near the tram mgldor a
more strenuous hike takes you up to the top ofitge. There are usually ptarmigan and sooty grise
recent new name for blue grouse) with chicks rigddr the trail up to the ridgeline by the beginnafig
July. If it's clear, there's a great eagle's-eganof Juneau.

You can take the city bus to within a mile of theMdenhall Glacier Visitor Center, if you don't have

car. Arctic terns nest in the sand along the bankise lake, and you really can't beat the viewhefglacier.
The Moraine Ecology trail is good for warblers anlbder small songbirds and sometimes Harlequin and
merganser ducks in the beaver ponds. There are,l#esgrecially in July when the salmon run stargdl. yiour
guests to be alert and make sure they know hotajossfe in bear country. Last summer a mothekidaar
and her two cubs fished near one of the viewintfgrias most of the summer, which was fantasti¢h#t
makes your guests nervous, stay out along theda#ie¢he paved trails and you'll be fine.

Although the Airport Dike Trail requires a carsiti great place to see grassland birds like Lirealmd
Savannah sparrows, as well as lots of warblersarirees and shorebirds in the ponds by the gaZéieo.
wetlands are a state game refuge, so you can walkothem, but waterproof shoes or boots are highl
recommended. Make sure your guests know to pagtetteto tides. There are great mud flats at |ale tbut
the water comes in faster than you might thinkoifiyaren't used to tides. Tide books are availabte
Western Auto and other places around town.

If folks in other Southeast Alaska communities hiaal hot spots visiting birders can get to quyckhd
easily, please send a short write-up to Beth Pdalusmgh the board list on the Juneau Audubon websi
Enjoy your summer visitors!

JUNEAU BIRDING HIGHLIGHTS DURING APRIL By Mark Swan

As the month was ending, spring migration appetrdgk finally gaining momentum. Perhaps the cold
weather through most of the month delayed the @rdates of a variety of migrants, as the numbeds a
diversity of species seemed low compared to maatsyespecially for shorebirds and songbirds.

Here are a few highlights. No one will be surpdise note who spotted most of these birds. TBreat at
Point Bridget on April 25 were a surprise find thsy represented the first April record for thekparea (PS).
A “Common” Teal, the old-world subspecies of Green-winged Tea§ feand at the mouth of Eagle River
on April 27 (PS, BA). A single maléanvasbackspotted on April 19 (PS) and again on April 21 (M&&s
a nice addition to the mix of more common waterfaivihe “gazebo” pond adjacent to the airport dike.



was highly unusual that twRough-leggedHawks were found within two days, one light-phased laindthe
wetlands on April 19 (GV) and a dark-phased indiaildat Point Bridget on April 21 (PS). This spede
quite rare in Juneau during the spring. Rare atbegluneau mainland, an immatD@uble-crested
Cormorant was a good find at Point Bridget on April 21 (PShe only gull highlight of the month was the
relocation of our local celebrity, theesser Black-backed Gull The bird was first seen at the mouth of the
Mendenhall River with the mix of common gulls onrA@d5 and seen subsequently in the same areastat F
Creek, and then near month’s end at the gull cotaayr the Mendenhall Glacier (PS, MS, BA, GV).isTh
bird, if it is the same individual local birdersveabeen seeing for years now, was first seen i2 1@9an
adult bird; this would mean the bird is at leasty2ars old.

Shorebirds were strangers to local habitats threaugst of the month, but twlacific Golden-Ploverswere

a good find on the wetlands on April 28 (PS) anastimatedL,000Surfbirds at Outer Point on April 29 was
an impressive showing (PS). Migrant passerings\aéye slow to materialize. Twdorned Larks, a

species that can easily be missed by birders, fearel on the wetlands on April 20 (PR). Finallypot

reports ofMountain Bluebirds came in during the month. Always a treat to ige,birds were found at
Point Bridget on April 21 (PS) and a single maleswaen at the Mendenhall wetlands on April 26 (LC).

Contributors: Bev Agler, Laurie Craig, Patty RoBaul Suchanek, Mark Schwan, Gus van Vliet.

Report Posted on Eaglechat by: "Paul Suchanek"
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P . Coyote Photo taken by Paul Suchanek
$ 2 at Pt. Bridget on April 25



WRANGELL -- May 2008 Submitted by Bonnie Demerijian

Spring is arriving in fits and starts this year dhid may be the reason that birds have been dbagame, at least here
in Wrangell. Single singers appear one day, nbeteeen or heard again for weeks. Normally accoyipgihe
opening blueberry flowers, this year’s fiRtifous hummingbird was reported on April 5 but only around the 15th d
a scattered number begin to appear. TheRwstsparrow was also reported that day but again they havgetot
arrived in any number. A lorRRuby-crowned kinglet was heard on April 4, then not again until th& aad still they
are scarce. Feeder watchers are still reportingelaumbers dPine siskinswith a fewCommon redpollsintermixed.

A pair of White-throated sparrows appeared at one feeder in mid month. A siggeuce grousehooted on April 4
and a single earlyree sparrow was spotted at the golf course on April 14. Thecale song of severB®ed-winged
blackbirds was heard at feeders mid month and on April 20@ettien-crowned sparrowsheralded what we hope is
greater numbers.

On the water, the fird®2igeon guillemotsarrived around the beginning of the month, aduiieav gulls. Bonaparte’s
gulls are also back. A flock of about 190estern grebesplied the water in front of town for a few daysaarly April.
Twenty-twoTrumpeter swansspent about a week early in the month feedingatis Rake along with sever&ing-
necked ducksandBufflehead. Two Snow geesentertained Wrangell as they fed on new grasseiPbst Office lawn
for two days. Flocks of Snow geese overhead westespin late March and are still passing on thiy to the Stikine
River delta where several thousand were observegphahl9 along with a number @unlin. Melissa Cady reported a
loneLesser Canada goosbrowsing in her yard for one dalyesser scaupvere reported feeding with a large mixed
flock of Surf scotersin Zimovia Strait and 10Black turnstoneswere seen at Shoemaker Beach.

Northern harriers andAmerican kestrelswere reported by several observers, who notedhbeatappeared to be
targeting American robins. Jim McComas sBydd eaglescontinue to attack the duck decoys on his p&ashdhill
cranesbegan passing overhead on April 17, an averagefdathese birds here.

Wrangell's Migratory Bird and Garnet Festival beggom April 23 and continues through April 27.

On an international note, | was visiting with JiraBquin of Iskut, in British Columbia’s interior die remarked,
“You're liable to see anything these days.” He Badn a Brown pelican there a few years ago. My stoa possible
sighting of one in Wrangell last fall paled in ccanigon.

HAINES REPORT - SPRING ARRIVALS by GeorgiaGiacobbe

Yes, most of the snow is gone around town, andhgskunk cabbage is starting to grow. Howevenynwd us like

the arrival of the spring birds to let us knowsitreally here. At the end of last month while hgkon Mt. Rapinski,

Greg Higgins spotted Brown Creeper. Prior to that on the Chilkoot River, he saw aerahd 3 femalélooded
Mergansers For some in town, Earth Day was the officiahais of theRufous Hummingbirds and everyone is
scrambling to put their feeders out. It appeaas tireMountain Bluebirds that first made an appearance 3 to 4 years
ago are again back in the Chilkat Valleileated Woodpeckersare back an¥aried Thrushes. Robins definitely

are around and in breeding plumage Gudideneyesare in breeding plumage in Portage Cove.

Golden-crowned Kingletshave been scratching around in the leaves anthslwehind my house, and tSpruce
Grouse drumming their tune. This past week more birdssh@urned to the Chilkoot River includigpovelers
Green-winged Teals aLong-billed Dowager, Widgeons, Mallards, Bonaparte Gulls, Mew Gullsand of course the
Common Scoters

Pam Randles has once again organized the HaingstBan which began April 26 and will run for a week
The idea is to count the maximum number of spani@s24-hour period. She says in her family it \@as
wonderful excuse for a picnic.



APRIL BIRDS IN KETCHIKAN -by Teri Goucher

Most residents in Southeast Alaska have finallytfed warmth of Spring and are appreciating théceably longer
days this month! Alders are beginning to leaf satmonberries are beginning to bud, and lots oinggdiulbs are
flowering in gardens around town!

Unfortunately birds often just fly past us when tieather is ideal for humans. Actually, inclemeeigher is better for
birding because the migrants are forced down to eedithe storms which is a lucky thing for entlassic birders!

A true sign of spring is the arrival of the fiRufous Hummingbird which occurred here the first few days of April.
There were severdirumpeter Swansat Ward Lake for a while and the earliest record giolet-green Swallowwas
recorded there on April 5th. SeveBadnd-tailed Pigeonseturned to re-establish their small breeding de®on both
ends of our island mid-month.

Along the waterfront in town, about @alifornia Gulls were seen along with seveilack-legged Kittiwakeson the
13th.

Quite a fewWilson's Snipeand somdlack-bellied Plovershave been spotted.

Lots of waterfowl have been moving through, inchgldozens of flocks dfanada GeesgGreater White-fronted
GeeseandSnow Geesel ots ofMallards andPintail along with American Wigeonand even a coupleurasian
Wigeon have been found. It was an unusual sight to s&rdi®t Geesealong the rocky shore near Saxman on April
18th!

There are still a lot cAmerican Robinsaround and seemingly a higher numbeYafied Thrushesare in our area.
Only a couple oHermit Thrushes have been spotted so far this season. DoaielRex Sparrowsare still scratching
away in area yards along with lots®blden-crowned Sparrows Song Sparrows a fewWhite-crowned Sparrows
andLincoln's Sparrows and a rather latdmerican Tree Sparrow.

A variety of raptors have been spotted here, pertefing advantage of the uplifting fair weathesrthal air currants
which aids their migration north. These inclutlerthern Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawks and
Merlins. Eagles too can be seen spiraling up in thesenddsruntil they become tiny specks high in the sky!
Warblers are showing up the last week or so; madtnge-crowned Warblers andellow-rumped Warblers, but
not a singleTownend's Warbler yet as of this writing!

Birding is exciting this time of year especiallyydal heard a story of a hummingbird aggressivelzing at the head of
a sapsucker just the other day!!

Spring migration is in full swing now for the naxibnth or so at least so take advantage of anyywouecan get out
there birding this special time of year!

| hope everyone has a fantastic summer enjoyintp¢hetiful natural splendor of

Gustavus SightingsMarch 27- April 29, 2008

The firstRuby-crowned Kinglet was heard on 3/29 and the first reporSahdhill Cranesflying over was
on 4/15. Small flocks dBrant started being seen along the beaches in mid Aghbrebirds started trickling
in during the second half of April, but had yeti® seen in large numbers by 4/29. Sparrows, tesjsind
hummingbirds were beginning to show up in mid Apitd there was an obvious spike in their numbers o
4/24 along with a spike in Ruby-crowned Kingletsl &ine arrival of the firsYellow-rumped Warblers.

Some other first sightings wefeee Swallow, Savannah SparrowandArctic Tern on 4/26,Townsend's
Warbler on 4/27, and.incoln's Sparrow on 4/28. AGyrfalcon was seen in town on 4/17. Horned Lark
was along the beach on 4/19. Tirasian Wigeonswere along rivers in town on 4/26.

The GustavuBrambling was last seen on 4/3 having frequented the saederfdor over three months.
During the last week of its presence it was heangisg. Its song was similar to that of a Varidarish, but
was hoarser.



TheNorthern Saw-whet Owlsnesting in a nest box in town now have five neginEach egg hatched
almost exactly one month after being laid. Thstfegg hatched on approximately 4/14 and the édjtp on
approximately 4/23. A sixth egg did not hatch.eHudult female owl continues to spend all houthienbox
on the young, leaving for only a few minutes eaigininshortly after nightfall. The adult male ovdrdinues
to deliver rodents to the box. There are curreowigr a dozen rodents, mostly voles, piled indngeltox
against the walls. Some are beginning to rot @mdbe smelled when near the box. The young aseiggo
increasingly active. The oldest nestlings are flapping their tiny wings and preening their owateers.
Although the adult female owl is still sitting dmeim, they keep her in almost constant motion viidirt
movements.

Thanks to Bruce Paige, Hank Lentfer, Julie Vatlakel Phoebe Vanselow for sharing sightings. By Nat
Drumheller. natdrumhell@hotmail.com
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Volunteers Across Nation to Track Climate Clues in Spring Flowers

A nationwide initiative starting this week will elola volunteers to track climate change by obserthegiming of
flowers and foliage. Project BudBurst, operatedigyUniversity Corporation for Atmospheric ResegidiCAR) and a
team of partners, allows students, gardeners drat oitizen scientists in every state to enterrtbbservations into an
online database atww.budburst.orghat will give researchers a detailed picture wfwarming climate.

University of Montana researchers Carol Brewer Radl Alaback (former Juneau resident and Audubomig) are
collaborators on Project BudBurst with the Chic&gdanic Garden and UCAR, which was funded withangfrom
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and the Natiéisal and Wildlife Foundation. The project is atspported by
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and Windantbe Universe, a UCAR-based Web site that wilk hios
project online as part of its citizen science dffor

"Project Budburst provides an exciting opportudythe public, particularly children, to contrileuto scientific
research on the effects of global climate changplants," adds Kayri Havens, a scientist at thee&djo Botanic
Garden.

Each participant in Project BudBurst selects oneare plants to observe. The project Web site sstggaore than 60
widely distributed trees and flowers, with informagt on each. Users can add their own choices.

Participants begin checking their plants at leagéak prior to the average date of budburst--thietpehen the buds
have opened and leaves are visible. After budbpasticipants continue to observe the tree or floloelater events,
such as the first leaf, first flower and, eventyiadleed dispersal.

Brewer explains, "as we learn about all the différmeighborhoods around the country, we start tage
picture of how environmental changes affect thegsethat live with us on this planetWhen participants
submit their records online, they can view mapthete phenological events across the United States.

Many species are being affected by climate chamgrighout the world. The Intergovernmental PaneCthmate
Change warns that 20 to 30 percent of all plantaanichal species that researchers study will likedyat increased risk
of extinction should global temperatures rise #12.4.5 degrees Fahrenheit this century.

Media Contacts

Paul Alaback, UM (406) 521-795&laback@forestry.umt.edu
Carol Brewer, UM (406) 243-263&rol.brewer@umontana.edu
David Hosansky, UCAR/NCAR (303) 497-86h&sansky@ucar.edu




National Audubon Society Membership Application

For first time members or renewals to the Natighiadubon Society, please mail this
form to: National Audubon Society, Membership D@enter, PO Box 51001, Boulder,
CO 80322-1001. You will receive tidational Audubon Magazingus Juneau Chapter
newsletteThe Raven.

$20 (1-year introductory rate) ; $15 (1-y ear student/senior rate)

$30 Basic renewal

Name
Address
City/State/Zip Code
Telephone number

My check for $ is enclosed Please bill me
A51 7XCH

Local Audubon Society Membership Application

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society oplease complete the form above
and send $10Ql¢year membershjdo: Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO
Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802. You will receive dumeau Chapter news letiére

Raven

***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save
paper, time, and money. To choose this option, wri  te your email address
here




