
 

NOVEMBER MEETING:  Slacker Cycling:  A Bicycle Trip Through Exotic 

Western North America.  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, at UAS Egan Building,  

                             Lecture Hall,  Room 112, 7:00 p.m. 

  

 Mike Tobin will share slides and stories about a summer-long 4400 mile bicycle trip through the 

deserts of the Great Basin and up the Rocky Mountains.  He will explain the intricacies, or lack 

thereof, of slacker cycling.  Beginning in 

late April in Salem, Oregon, and ending in 

September in Prince Rupert, BC, he cycled 

through Oregon, Nevada and Utah, then up 

the Rockies from Colorado through 

Wyoming and Montana to Alberta and 

British Columbia.  Watersheds traversed 

included those that flow into the Pacific 

Ocean, the Gulf of California, the Gulf of 

Mexico, the Atlantic and the Arctic 

Oceans.  Spouse Jenny Pursell joined for the 

Utah and Colorado portions.  Secondary highways were used when possible. 

Bike touring puts one close to the landscapes, wildlife, people and history of the West and people 

of all ages are doing it!  The Adventure Cycling Association (www.adventurecycling.org) has 

route and gear suggestions, information about organized tours, and publishes bicycle specific 

maps for many routes in the US and some in Canada.  Mike will briefly discuss gear for those 

interested.   

                                                                                                                          

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Please check your address label for your membership renewal date.  If you are expired for more than 

3 months, this is your last newsletter.  Both the national Audubon membership and local only Juneau 

Audubon membership renewal information is found on the last page of the Raven. 

If you choose not to renew, thanks for your support in the past! 
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The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the 

natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, 

other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit and 

enjoyment of current and future generations. 

 
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Twentieth Thanksgiving Bird Count:  November 24
th

 by Brenda Wright 

All right!  Bring out your pencils and your envelope and stamps!  Its time to participate in a non-

electronic count of birds for JUST ONE HOUR on Thanksgiving Day.  Its the perfect opportunity to 

enjoy the wonderful odors of your favorite holiday meal, or if later in the day, time to recuperate from 

the great meal you had. 

 

The official bird count form is available on our web page.   The URL for the count form is 

http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/Birds/Thanksgiving%20Bd%20Cnt/TBC%20Form2011.pdf 

or you can contact me via e-mail and I will e-mail you a copy: membership@juneau-audubon-

society.org 

 

The instructions are simple and are included on the count form.   Choose a bird feeder or other area you 

would like to observe, but the count area is just 15 feet in diameter.  Count the birds for 1 hour (try not 

to count birds twice) and that's it.  The address to send your count form is on the form.  This is the first 

year you can submit your count on line by emailing:  thanksgivingbirdcount@gmail.com  Any one that 

sends in a count form will receive a newsletter with the results early next year. 

   

Have a great Holiday and add your bit for citizen science. 

 

November 25 - 27  Visit the Audubon Booth at the Community Public Market in Juneau’s 

Centennial Hall.  We will have Jelly, ornaments, books and much more.  Volunteers are also needed to 

work in the booth.  Contact Brenda for times to work:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 

December 17 – Juneau Christmas Bird Count and potluck 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW JUNEAU AUDUBON PRESIDENT 

Julie Coghill 

Walking out of the Audubon meeting last month, I heard a familiar sound overhead. It was a dark 

October night, with the moon lurking behind clouds. I waited. I could hear them approaching.  Finally: 

20 swans!  

 

I'm fairly new to Juneau and I'm new to the Juneau Audubon Board. I've lived all my adult life in 

Alaska, mostly in Interior. As I step into the role of president, I would like to acknowledge the 

significant contributions of the longtime board members who are the mainstay of the Juneau Audubon 

Society.  



 

Birds--hearing them, seeing them, identifying some of them, realizing they're out there--enhance my 

enjoyment of the outdoor world. Year-round I've found Juneau to have great birds. Sometimes I see 

them when I'm out and I frequently find them at home. The last few days of October provided three 

good bird encounters: a three-toed woodpecker while hiking, a Sunday morning swan resting with our 

resident mallards and, on Halloween, a merlin checking out the chickadees at our feeder.  

 

Outgoing president Mark Schwan will host the Christmas Bird Count potluck again this year. Perhaps 

the recent big-screen birding movie, "The Big 

Year," will encourage new participants. I hope 

to see you there, at our Audubon programs, or 

out enjoying the world.  

 

A Parks and Rec hiker crosses the bridge at the 

end of Perseverance Trail on 17 Sept 2011. The 

landslide, which caused Gold Creek to run 

muddy, was a popular hiking destination this 

past summer. Photo by Julie Coghill 

 

 

 

 

 

December's 

Mystery Track 
  
This critter is a master at 
the sense of touch. 
  
Oh and this photo was 
taken in the Cleveland 
Metroparks. 
  
 E-mail your answers to the 
monthly Mystery Question 
to Kevin at 

education@juneau-

audubon-society.org. 

 

Juneau Bird 

Report for October by Patty Rose 



 
October is the month to watch the skies for flocks of high flying Tundra Swans.  Several of 
these flocks, which can be heard even from afar making sounds "like baying hounds," according 
to the Sibley Guide to Birds, or "whooping or yodeling," according to National Geographic Field 
Guide to Birds of North America, were spotted in Juneau this month. 
 
On October 4, Gus van Vliet observed a flock of 70 Snow Geese flying over Gastineau Channel.  
Paul Suchanek reported seeing the first Yellow-billed Loon of the season from the North 
Douglas Highway near False Outer Point on October 23.  A Western Grebe was seen from the 
Outer Point Trail on October 17 (PS). 
 
The tail-end of the southbound raptor migration produced a Rough-legged Hawk on the 
Mendenhall Wetlands near Sunny Point and Temsco October 15 - 19 (GV, PS, PR, MS), an 
Osprey near Sunshine Cove on October 28 (PS), and Peregrine Falcons on the Airport Dike 
Trail on October 2 (GV) and at the mouth of the Mendenhall River on October 8 (PR).  Although 
not a rarity, a Bald Eagle that was banded and tagged at the Juneau International Airport was 
seen in the Chilkat Valley in October.  The bird has green wing tags bearing the number 88. 
 
The first Sharp-tailed Sandpipers of the year showed up on October 8 near the mouth of the 
Mendenhall River (PR).  On October 24, two more were seen at the mouth of the Mendenhall 
River (PS) and from the Airport Dike Trail at the end of the runway (PS, GV).  Other notable 
shorebirds for October included two late Black Oystercatchers at Point Bridget State Park on 
October 3 (PS) and late Western Sandpipers at the Boy Scout Beach on October 2 (PS, BA, LL, 
PR), at Eagle Beach State Park on October 6 (PS), and at the mouth of the Mendenhall River on 
October 24 (PS). 
 
Rare gulls included an adult Slaty-backed Gull at Fish Creek on October 4 (PS) and Adult 
Ring-billed Gulls at Gold Creek on October 8 (PS, BA) and at the mouth of the Mendenhall 
River on October 9 (PS). 
 
Observers reported seeing Northern Flickers from the Airport Dike Trail on October 1 (BA, 
PR) and October 2 (GV).  American Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen from the Scout Camp 
Trail on October 2 (PS, BA, LL, PR), from the Outer Point Trail on October 23 (PS), and on the 
road to Eaglecrest on October 29 (JC). 
 
A late Western Wood-Pewee was seen hawking insects from the tree tops at Sandy Beach on 
October 3.  Also at Sandy Beach, a pair of Black-capped Chickadees first located in September 
continued through November 2 (PR, BA, MS). An early Snow Bunting was seen in the dunes at 
Eagle Beach State Park on October 23 (PS). 
 
The only Blackpoll Warbler reported for the month was at Twin Lakes on October 16 (PR).  A 
very late American Redstart was seen at Sandy Beach on October 29.  Several species of 
common warblers lingered into October--the latest observation of an Orange-crowned Warbler 
was October 29 in West Juneau (PR), the latest Yellow Warbler was October 24 at Sandy Beach 
(PS), the latest Townsend's Warbler was October 1 at Sandy Beach, and the latest Wilson's 

Warbler was October 23 on the Airport Dike Trail (PR). 



 
A White-throated Sparrow at Auke Bay on October 5 (GV, MM) was the only rare sparrow 
reported for the month.  Mark Schwan saw 10 late Red-winged Blackbirds at the Pioneer Home 
marsh on October 3 (MS). 
 
These observations come from eBird and Eaglechat.  Thanks to those who contributed.  
Contributors included Bev Agler (BA), Julie Coghill (JC), Laurie Lamm (LL), Molly 
McCafferty (MM), Patty Rose (PR), Mark Schwan (MS), Paul Suchanek (PS), and Gus van Vliet 
(GV). 
 
 
 

                   Wild Turkey  By Prill (Isleib) Mollick, Smoky Mountains,  N.C. 

 

The male wild turkey is a large bird, 36 to 48 inches long, it has a bluish head with no feathers, 

and red wattles.  His feathers are a metallic bronze, and barred wings.  The female is smaller, 

paler in color, and more slender.  Only male turkeys display the ruffled tail feathers, fan like, 

when he displays it for courting.  A male gobbles in the spring to attract a mate, fanning out his 

tail, strutting and dragging his wing tips on the ground.  Their gobble has a distinctive sound that 

can be heard a mile away.   

  

Females lay 4 to 17 eggs, and feed their chicks after they hatch but only for a few days. Young 

turkeys quickly learn to fend for themselves as part of mother/child flocks.   Males take no role 

in the care of young turkeys. 

We often see the hens with young turkeys sometimes in large flocks and sometimes just a few 

together.   They are usually seen either in the fields or crossing the road.  They have the ability to 

fly, but they seem to prefer to get around by walking or running. 

 

Although the wild turkey feeds and forages on the ground, they typically roost in trees over 

night.  Their habitat is a mixture of woodland and open clearings. They feed on nuts, seeds, 

fruits, insects, and salamanders. 

 

The wild turkey is a game bird, and occasionally during hunting season, a local hunter will have 

his picture in the paper displaying the large male turkey that he shot. 

 

The large size of the wild turkey appealed to J.J. Audubon as an inviting game bird.   He wrote 

about the wild turkey explaining the best way to bag a bird for the table.   He even adopted a 

wild turkey for a pet, however his hunting dog grabbed it by accident.  The pet turkey survived 

the close call, only to be fatally shot later by another hunter. 

Happy Thanksgiving.  It is good to give thanks. 

 

 



Juneau Audubon On The Web:  www.juneau-audubon-society.org 

The Juneau Audubon Society has had a presence on the world wide web since the late 1990’s.  

The JAS web site has been a source of information about Audubon events, conservation issues, 

Southeast Alaska birding, and outdoor nature activities since it was established. 

 

Each month the JAS web site averages 200 – 270 hits per day.  Visitors to the JAS web site are 

frequently looking for information on recent Juneau Audubon events and the latest edition of the 

Raven.  However, the most popular information on the web site is the information on birding 

events, areas, and observations in Southeast Alaska.   The various bird checklists available on the 

site are quite popular. 

 

In addition to providing information on current Juneau Audubon events and happenings, the site 

maintains archives of The Raven newsletter, regional bird observation reports, and seasonal bird 

count data. 

 

The JAS web site also provides practical information on how to become a member of JAS and 

the National Audubon Society, how to contact the officers and board members of Juneau 

Audubon, and when and where the next Audubon meeting or field trip will be held.  

 

The JAS web site often displays photographs of 

Southeast wildlife and nature on the home page.  If 

you have a digital photograph of Southeast 

wildlife or nature that you would like to share on 

the web, you can send it to the Juneau Audubon 

webmaster at webmaster@juneau-audubon-

society.org.  The picture should be resized to no 

more than 540 pixels in width.  Photographs 

deemed appropriate for the web site may be used 

on the home page but there is no guarantee that a 

submitted photograph will be used. 

 

Please visit the JAS web site regularly.  The 

content of the web site is frequently updated. 

 

 

OTHER WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

****New  Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs that are free to use for 

educational and conservation purposes – www.naturebob.com 



************************* 

SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  

Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl, 2603 4th Avenue, Ketchikan, AK 99901   

Andrew W. Piston, P. O. Box 1116, Ward Cove, AK 99928 

This publication has wonderful bird photos and information.  If you want to be put on Steve Heinl's mailing list 

to receive this summary and to contribute observations, you can contact him at:  steve.heinl@alaska.gov 

************************** 

If you are interested in additional information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more 

information: http://www.aba.org/nab.  The seasonal reports cover all of North America and give excellent overviews 

of unusual numbers of particular species (high or low), early or late dates of occurrence, changes in status, and rare 

finds for each region.  

************************** 

There is also an extensive list of all bird sightings entered in eBird (www.ebird.org < http://www.ebird.org/> ) 

 

 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 

 

President:  Julie Coghill    president@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Vice-President:  Jeff Sauer,   vice-president@juneau-audubon-ociety.org 

Secretary:  Julie Koehler,    secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Treasurer:  Patty Rose,    treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        

Programs:  Jeff Sauer                               programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Membership:   Brenda Wright, 789-4656,   membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Education:  Kevin O'Malley,    education@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Conservation:  Gwen Baluss conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Field Trips: Mark Schwan                   field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Raven Editor:   Mary Lou King, 789-7540,   raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 

At-large:    Mark Anderson,   at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org     

At-large:   Merrill Jensen,   at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 

Public Market:   public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                  

Web Master:   George Utermohle,                       webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



National Audubon Society Membership Application 

 

For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail this form to:  

National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714 

 

You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven. 

$20 (1-year introductory rate) ____$15 (1-year student/senior rate) ___$30 Basic renewal___ 

 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 

Telephone number_______________________ 

 

____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me  A51 7XCH 

 

 

Local Audubon Society Membership Application 

 

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send 

$10 (1-year membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, 

Juneau, AK 99802.  You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  

 

***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, money 

and view photos in color.   

To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 

 


