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GENERAL MEETING  --Thursday, November 12, University of Alaska SE - 

Recreation Center,  Room 116 -- 7pm-8pm 

 

 A Journey to the White Continent 
 

Mark Hickey will show images of penguins, other wildlife and ice from his trip 

with his wife Susan to the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the Antarctic 

Peninsula in December 2004. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Juneau Audubon’s December 10 General Meeting will be:  "A Summer Ramble in 

Iceland".   Four Juneau women explore Iceland by foot, bike and bus. In the process they are 

helped to pronounce 20 letter words by generous locals, see uncountable waterfalls and 

experienced the paradoxes of Iceland.    

http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/


HAINES - 21st ANNUAL ALASKA BALD EAGLE FESTIVAL       

November 5 – 15 

The festival will include evening talks, a photography workshop, daily transportation out to the 

Preserve for eagle viewing, a release of rehabilitated injured eagles, and more, this festival is a 

great way to get up close to these magnificent raptors. For more information, call (907) 766-3094 

or visit the Alaska Bald Eagle Festival website. 

PICK CLICK GIVE 

Thanks to your generous contributions to PICK CLICK GIVE,  Juneau Audubon received 

more than $600.00 from the program.  Juneau Audubon will use these funds to continue our 

efforts to further our goals:  “The mission of Juneau Audubon Society is to conserve the natural 

ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife and their habitats for the 

benefit and enjoyment of current and future generations”.  The Juneau Audubon Board would 

appreciate any help and thoughts or ideas for projects, or actions that will help with our mission.  

You can contact Board members that are listed on the next to the last page of the newsletter. 

Juneau Public Market  2015 

This year's market will be at Centennial Hall on November 27, 

28, and 29. Come out to do some local holiday shopping and be 

sure to check out our booth.  As usual, we'll be selling fabulous 

jams and more. This year we will again provide information on 

birding and conservation issues.  

 

Also, we are seeking VOLUNTEERS to help out for a few 

hours. This is an easy and fun way to interact with your 

community and help our organization with its mission at once. 

The market will be open to the public: noon to 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  For 

volunteering info please email at-large_b@juneau-audubon-

society.org or call 321-4739 to contribute items or for more 

info on the public market.  Photo of Patricia Wherry and 
Shirley Carlson at Audubon booth 2014. 
 

 

Thanksgiving Day Bird Count November 26, 2015 
 

Volunteers needed to count birds for one hour on Thanksgiving Day. This is the last two years 

for this holiday count.  The 2016 count will make it a 25 year effort for the western states and 

will be the final Thanksgiving Day count with 25 years of data collected.  All you have to do is 

observe birds in a 15 foot diameter circle for one hour.  Please help to collect bird observations 

for this long-term database.  You can get bird count data form on the Juneau Audubon website 

page and submit your data online to thanksgivingdaybirdcount@gmail.com.  We hope you have 

a great holiday and share one hour of your time for citizen science. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z_ARbA_qYMQVS4fSGnioUq8FoE_ZLVTPaIC_oYduP-cA3wzTw2eQUz8GQp5cN1frquytroslUTdGTBAbUmEYH6SLT7q4MMu3sA_SUc7LavQBDSJAo_YuDc8wUUfTsDJMzD78o82UWQhiS53_3svvlx49oho9ZwfVGO5XWcvWkvJ-pJCwCCRvkQ==&c=nhJndpefSH7sn_SKfvfauO4sHdC4TJLxbDrbrP96lAvOy0wV4-AqOQ==&ch=LCwqd7t9tgm73Mu6WaUD71G9b_0PMDYq_vEiLUZwDb5B-8aBoVwMDA==
mailto:at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:thanksgivingdaybirdcount@gmail.com


President’s Message:  Dreams of Mexico, Chili Peppers and Yellow Warblers 

As the chill settles on Alaska, we find ways to warm up. Maybe you think about the sun 

drenched shores of Mazatlán. Maybe you make some spicy salsa. Maybe you drag yourself out 

the door and see if any migratory warblers might still be around so you can make a rare bird alert 

on eBird. What do all these things have in common?  

Recently I was at a conference for bird banders, and saw an 

illuminating paper given by student Simon O. Valdez-Juarez of 

Simon Fraser University about work done in Jalisco (Western 

Mexico).  He and his group had attached tiny radio transmitters 

to wintering Yellow Warblers. Through previous analysis, these 

warblers were likely among those who go north to Western 

Canada and Southeastern Alaska.  They followed the birds for a 

month of more.  Most did not range far, sometimes pretty much 

sticking to a small vegetation patch or a single tree. Females and 

younger birds used what we would think of as less desirable 

habitat; in particular, chili fields.   

We still have a lot to learn about what our migratory birds do all winter, but banding studies on 

warblers and thrushes suggest that they may utilize a small island of habitat, and prove they will 

return to that patch for years.  While it is surprising that birds would venture into the chili field, 

is not a surprise to birders that they would use the weedy edges and surrounding shade trees of a 

field.  

Another paper summarizing long term banding studies coordinated by the Institute for Bird 

Populations showed that for many songbird species, survivorship, not reproduction, was likely 

the limiting factor. The birds were successfully producing young in the US, but had a difficult 

time making it through migration and winter.  

What does this mean for us Northern birders? If we want the warblers back in force then it 

behooves us to choose agricultural crops that also provide winter bird habitat.  Chances are a 

chili field would be a little more of friendly place if it was organic: more weeds, more bugs, and 

fewer sprays that could affect birds’ metabolism.  Almost all the fruits and veggies that we find 

in an average supermarket in the winter are likely to be grown near a songbird’s winter home.  

Coffee, grown in Latin American highlands has long been studied by bird researches at the 

Smithsonian Institute.  Beyond organic and shade grown farms (farms where taller trees grow 

amidst the coffee bushes, literally to provide shade), they have sought out farms that would be 

“bird friendly” with stringent guidelines to assure that the birds had the food, shelter and clean 

water they would need to survive within and between the fields.  

Stay warm, and look for a sampling of bird friendly food and beverages at our Juneau Public 

Market booth in November.  

Photo: Male Yellow Warbler rests in palms, January, Costa Rica. 

Gwen Baluss 



Mark Schwan 

Juneau Bird Observations, October 2015 By Mark Schwan 

Dave Sturdevant and Sue Baxter found FIVE Western Grebes off the mouth of Fish Creek on 

October 19.  It is a rare species in Juneau, so to have five at one time is exceptional.  Two 

Greater Yellowlegs hanging around the airport wetlands, October 24-27, were a bit late (BA, 

PR, MS, GV).  Gus van Vliet had a Mourning Dove show briefly at his residence in Auke Bay 

on October 16.  Perhaps the most interesting observations were the 

collective accounts of Anna’s Hummingbirds throughout the 

community during the month.  It appears that at least six different 

birds were frequenting feeders throughout October.  One Anna’s 

feeding on the flowers in a flower box on Sunny Pt. October 27 

(MLK). 

 

A Gyrfalcon is quite rare in Juneau, but fall is a good time to have 

one show up, so one flying over the Mendenhall wetlands near the 

golf course on October 15 was not too surprising (MS).  Snow 

Buntings are a regular bird here during the winter, but one at Eagle Beach on October 19 was 

definitely the proverbial early bird (MS).  A Rose-Breasted Grosbeak, very rare in Juneau and 

anywhere in Alaska, was seen along the lower Brotherhood Park Trail on October 7
  
(JS).  This is 

likely the same bird that frequented a Mendenhall Valley feeder during September.  On the 

Mendenhall Wetlands on October 29 there was one Snow Goose with a flock of about 70 

Canada Geese (MLK).  There were no crazy lost warblers found such as the Bartlett Cove’s 

Yellow-throated Warbler last month, so we had to make due with an Orange-crowned Warbler 

and a Wilson’s Warbler at the wetlands on October 16 (PR, MS).  Very exciting was a 

rediscovery, albeit brief, of the Hooded Oriole first discovered late last month.  Hetty Barthel 

reported seeing the bird downtown, on Troy Avenue, on October 15.  A Spotted Towhee 

reappeared on October 10 at a Lemon Creek area residence for the third consecutive fall, 

assuming it is the same individual, and the bird was seen on several occasions by birders 

throughout the month (Kurt Rieselbach).  Finally, a Hoary Redpoll was studied well when 

found in a small flock of Common Redpolls on the wetlands on October 27 (GV, MM, MS).  

This might be the first October record for this species in Juneau.  They are generally found, 

rarely, with Common Redpolls during the winter months. 

Contributors:  Bev Agler (BA), Hetty Barthel, Sue Baxter, Mary Lou King (MLK), Molly 

McCafferty (MM), Kurt Rieselbach,  Patty Rose (PR), Jeff Sauer (JS), Mark Schwan (MS), Dave 

Sturdevant, Gus van Vliet (GV). 
 

Amy Courtney Reports from Hoonah 
Living right on the water, I get to scan through hundreds of 

gulls every day, looking for a rare one. The sea birds, loons, 

and grebes are starting to come back in small numbers too, 

so I’m looking forward to more of those outside my 

window. Imagine my excitement when I saw an unusual 

blackbird in my yard on the 26
th

. It isn’t unheard of to find 

small flocks of Red-winged or Rusty Blackbirds in the area 

this time of year, but a few field marks told me this bird was 

neither of those species. She was a solid brown, (eliminating 

Red-winged), and she had a dark eye and no rusty tones on 

her body (eliminating Rusty), so I knew she must be a Brewer’s Blackbird. This species is 

“accidental” in the area, and it was a life bird for me! 



 

Bird Quiz 
Do you know what this bird is? 

Email Amy Courtney at 

avianblue15@hotmail.com with 

your guess, and the answer along 

with the names of those who 

responded correctly will be 

printed in next month's 

newsletter. 

 

 

Free Audubon Bird Guide app for Smartphones  https://www.audubon.org/apps 

Nothing beats Audubon mobile field guides. With more than 2 million downloads, they are the 

most trusted authoritative field guide collection in North America.  

Audubon Bird Guide: North America is an outstanding mobile field guide resource completely 

updated to the current AOU checklist.  The app includes 821 species; advanced gallery view for 

easy comparison and search; field mark call outs; a “Find Birds with eBird” feature powered by 

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology; and a social community of birders who observe, identify, and 

share their observations and photos in the mobile app and online.  

With the Audubon Bird Guide, you can: 

 Identify 821 species with in-depth descriptions including information on appearance, habitat, 

behavior, and more   

 Explore a gallery of more than 3,200 images from the world-renowned VIREO, Academy of 

Natural Sciences of Drexel University’s world-wide collection of bird photography.   

 Listen to up to eight hours of the exceptional sounds of your favorite birds, differentiated by 

region and season.   

 Access robust seasonal and migratory range maps.   

 Browse species in a gallery view and filter by shape, region and color, aiding quick 

identification.   

 Use “Find Birds with eBird” to locate birds seen recently around you, drawing on the 

continuously updated database from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and eBird.   

 Post, keep lists, and share sightings with friends and followers with Audubon NatureShare’s 

easy and user-friendly interface.  

 

 

https://www.audubon.org/apps


Information from “What’s Up” 

**November 4 (TELECONFERENCES) A teleconference to hear comments and consider 

adjustments to the PROPOSED ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SYSTEM (AMHS) 

SCHEDULE for the summer 2016 season, which runs May through September, is scheduled 

10am for Southeast Alaska schedules and 1:30pm for Southwest and Southcentral Alaska 

schedules. The meeting will be held in Ketchikan at the Marine Engineering Facility 7037 North 

Tongass Highway for participants wishing to attend in person. The toll free number to participate 

in either teleconference is: 1-800-315-6338, conference code 03902#. The proposed schedule is 

available at the link on the homepage at FerryAlaska.com or directly through 

http://www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/share/schedule/considerations.pdf. Written comments will be 

accepted via email at dot.amhs.comments@alaska.gov and by fax at 907-228-6874 prior to 

November 3. 

**November 2 & 7  JUNEAU - THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING, based on NAOMI 

KLEIN's book of the same name, will be shown at 7pm on November 2 and 4:30pm on 

November 7 at the Gold Town Theater. The film is "a documentary for people who hate climate 

change documentaries." Not only does it go around the world putting a human face on the issue, 

it zeroes in on the economic system that gave rise to such unbridled impacts and poses the 

question: what if climate change is not just a threat but an opportunity to make a healthier, more 

just world? Cost: $10.00.  

 The Office of Boards and Commissions is accepting applications for the PUBLIC SEATS on 

the BOARD of GAME. Please submit your application online at 

http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/services/boards-commissions/apply-info.html or email your resume 

to: boards@alaska.gov. 

 The Office of Boards and Commissions is accepting applications for the PUBLIC SEATS on 

the BOARD OF FISHERIES. Please submit your application online at: 

http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/services/boards-commissions/apply-info.html or email your resume 

to boards@alaska.gov  

 The TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST 2014 MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

REPORT is available at http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/R10/Tongass/MonitoringFY14 under the 

Monitoring and Evaluation Program heading. This annual report summarizes forest-wide 

monitoring projects as required by the 2008 Tongass Land and Resource Management Plan 

(Forest Plan). For more information, contact Cathy Tighe at the Ketchikan Forest Supervisor’s 

Office, 907-228-6274. 

 To see the NOAA FISHERIES ALASKA REGIONAL OFFICE STRATEGIC PLAN 2016 

– 2020 go to http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/omi/NmfsAKRStrategicPlan2015.pdf. 

 KETCHIKAN - SADDLE LAKES TIMBER SALE PROJECT FEIS/ROD is available at 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=38990. The Saddle Lakes Timber Sale project will 

harvest 47 million board feet of old-growth timber on 2,327 acres, and construct 17.2 miles of 

new and 9.8 miles of temporary National Forest System (NFS) roads. For more information, 

contact Planning Staff Officer Daryl A. Bingham at darylabingham@fs.fed.us or 907-228-4114. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6InBlZ3RAZ2NpLm5ldCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDAiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiOTA2MzY0NSIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIzNDY3ODc4NCIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZmVycnlhbGFza2EuY29tLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxNTEwMDYuNDk5MTc4NDEifQ.vDxOWJIxnrEZXz8S-VkJYgYPKyQh1DEqYEdoGYhOTXA
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/share/schedule/considerations.pdf
mailto:dot.amhs.comments@alaska.gov
http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/services/boards-commissions/apply-info.html
mailto:boards@alaska.gov
http://gov.alaska.gov/Walker/services/boards-commissions/apply-info.html
mailto:boards@alaska.gov
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/R10/Tongass/MonitoringFY14
http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/omi/NmfsAKRStrategicPlan2015.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=38990
mailto:darylabingham@fs.fed.us


HAINES – REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) for the PROPOSED SECTION 4(f) 

DE MINIMIS FINDING on the HAINES HIGHWAY MP 3.5-25.3, CHILKAT RIVER BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT is available at www.dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/haines_hwy/documents.shtml. The 

revised proposed action would make highway upgrades to provide a safer, more consistent and efficient 

roadway. The Revised EA presents the Revised Proposed Action and addresses potential economic, social, 

and environmental effects. For more information, contact Jim Scholl, Project Environmental Coordinator, at 

907-465-4498 or email haineshighway@alaska.gov or Al Fletcher, Southeast Area Engineer at 907-586-

7544 or email Al.fletcher@dot.gov. 

WEB OPPORTUNITIES 

eBird  Global tools for birders, critical data for science  Record the birds 

you see, Keep track of your bird lists, Explore dynamic maps and graphs, 

Share your sightings and join the eBird community, Contribute to science 

and conservation.  http://ebird.org/content/ebird/ 

***  Bob Armstrong’s wonderful bird and other wildlife photographs 

that are free to use for educational and conservation purposes – 
www.naturebob.com 
 
SUMMARY OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA BIRD OBSERVATIONS SEASONALLY  
Sub-regional Compilers:  Steven C. Heinl and Andrew W. Piston 
This publication has wonderful bird photos and information. You can view it on our web page 
at http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html  
************************ 
For more bird information, subscribe to North American Birds, here is a link to see more 
information: http://www.aba.org/nab< http://www.aba.org/nab> .   
Visit Bird Studies Canada to learn more about birds in our nearest neighbor’s territory.  A great story 
on tracking birds from South America through the US and northern Canada can be found at 
http://www.birdscanada.org/research/motus/  
Visit Cornell University Lab of Ornithology for great stories on a new species of hummingbird, mystery 
sounds from birds, bird quizzes, and more at http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478 
 

Juneau Audubon Society Officers, Committee Chairs, Events Coordinators 
President: Gwen Baluss  523-2895  president@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Vice-President: Josh Peters  vice-president@juneau-audubon-iety.org 
Secretary:  Amy Sherwin   secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Treasurer:  Susan Hickey    treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org        
Programs:       programs@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Membership: Jane Ginter     membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Education: Patricia Wherry      education@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Conservation:        conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Field Trips:       field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Raven Editor: Mary Lou King, 789-7540    raven@juneau-audubon-society.org 
At-large: Doug Jones                                at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org   
At-large: Brenda Wright  789-4656     at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org 
Public Market:      public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org                 
Web Master:   George Utermohle                           webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org 

http://www.dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/haines_hwy/documents.shtml
mailto:haineshighway@alaska.gov
mailto:Al.fletcher@dot.gov
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/
http://www.naturebob.com/
http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.aba.org/nab
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478
mailto:public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org
mailto:webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org


National Audubon Society? You can ask to be taken off the mass mailing list: Email Customer Service 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com or call 1-800-272-4201  Opting out of extra mailings will not stop 
magazine subscription.  

 
National Audubon Society Membership Application 

For first time members or renewals to the National Audubon Society, please mail 
this form to:  National Audubon Society, PO Box 422246, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6714  
You will receive the National Audubon Magazine plus Juneau Chapter newsletter 
The Raven.  $35 Basic renewal___ 
Name_______________________________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip Code____________________________________________ 
Telephone number_______________________ 
____My check for  $_______is enclosed_____Please bill me C3ZA510Z  A51 

      Local Audubon Society Membership Application 

If you prefer to support Juneau Audubon Society only, please complete the form above and send $10 (1-
year membership) to:  Juneau Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802.  
You will receive the Juneau Chapter newsletter The Raven.  
***Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of US mail to save paper, time, money and view 
photos in color. To request this option email:  membership@juneau-audubon-society.org 
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