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JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY WILL HOLD THE FIRST FALL SEASON
GENERAL MEETING ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017, 7:00 P.M.
University of Alaska Southeast Recreation Center, Room 116

Theresa Svancara and Brenda Wright will
present a program on the Tree Swallow nest
box project in Juneau and Fairbanks.

Election! Election! October 12, 2017
Election of Officers: All Juneau Audubon
members are eligible to run for and vote for our
officers. This year our candidates are Gwen
Baluss for President, Marsha Squires for vicepresident, Patty Rose for treasurer, and Amy
Sherwin for secretary. We welcome and
encourage all our members to volunteer for positions on our Board and
Committees. There are many opportunities help protect our environment for birds
and other wildlife.

The November 9 General Meeting presentation TBA.
December 14 General Meeting will be: Scott & Betsy Fischer "Beginning
Birding Through the Lens”.
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Juneau Audubon President’s Report by Gwen Baluss
THE END OF A GREAT ERA
With sadness we announce that our incredibly long-time newsletter editor Mary
Lou King will be retiring from this volunteer job. From all the board, past and
present: THANK YOU MARY LOU!
Stay tuned for potential changes in format and the way we bring you JAS news as
we adjust to this momentous change over the next few months.
If you are interested in editing a newsletter or blog, please contact:
president@juneau-audubon-society.org.
Note that this is work that could be done from any Southeast AK community, as
long as you have internet access, and the board welcomes all residents with an
interest in conservation. We love birds, but you don't have to be an expert in birds!
Having a working knowledge of basic writing, editing and general computer
programs to make an attractive product are the skills that will be most helpful.
Get out of the house with Audubon this fall
If you are sad to have missed the mushroom walk, don't despair.
We are working on more fall outside activities. On our radar: lichens, insects, bird
migration and yes, more mushrooms. Keep checking our website and Facebook
page, as well as the Juneau community calendars for updates.
SATURDAY MUSHROOM WALK SEPTMBER 9

David Riccio displays a
beautiful coral fungus.
The "fall bloom" is
enjoyed by all ages.
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A beautiful cornucopia of mushrooms.
No, most of these are not considered
edible.

Birds and Eclipse Activity

Bird behavior during the eclipse
On 21 August, a total solar eclipse left millions of people spellbound across North America.
Have you wondered how birds react a total eclipse? Thanks to your eBird checklists submitted
by more than 1,000 eBirders during the eclipse, we have some answers! Swifts and swallows
dropping out of the skies; nighthawks and owls coming out to call and feed; and herons,
magpies, and doves going to roost in the middle of the
day. http://birdcast.info/forecast/eclipse/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=365
36ea854-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b575836536ea854-277564893
Watch Bird Migrations across North America BirdCast is back!
Autumn is here in the northern hemisphere! Check out the latest migration forecasts for North
America on BirdCast as well as updates on interesting migrations worldwide—all based on your
eBird
checklists. http://birdcast.info/forecasts/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=365
36ea854-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b575836536ea854-277564893

Other Saturday Wild Walks In The Summer of 2017
Juneau Audubon Society hosted four Saturday Wild Walks
this summer. In June Pat Harris led us into the mysteries of low
tide organisms-plants and animals at Bridget Creek beach.
Mt. Roberts -- Peggy Cowan

In July, the Mt.
Roberts tram
generously
allowed us to
travel up the
mountain for the
discount nonSea Star -- Pat Harris
profit fee. We
enjoyed the best weather for several weeks as the
sun came all the way out for several hours!

In August, we led some happy berry pickers into a better knowledge of our edible
berries at Eaglecrest.

Thanks to all the volunteers who help make these outings so much fun!
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Exciting Birding By Sidney Campbell, Audubon Conservation Chairperson
Although summer is my busiest work season with cruise ships bringing thousands of guests
through the doors of the American Bald Eagle Foundation, I still found the time to get out and
see a few wild birds here and there. My most exciting experience actually came on a work trip to
Skagway, when an intern and I were lucky enough to see not one, but TWO merlins. The second
smallest species of falcon in North America, merlins can be tough to spot in the wild because of
their size and high speed hunting style. Merlins don’t stoop the way their more famous cousin
the peregrine falcon does, nor do they perch and pounce the way I often saw American Kestrels
doing in the Willamette Valley. Instead they are pursuit hunters, putting on enormous bursts of
speed to snatch songbirds out of the sky. I was excited to see a nesting pair continually leaving
and returning to their nest with small feathered treats for their clutch of babies. The birding I was
able to do this summer may not have been large in quantity, but was certainly of very gratifying
quality.
STORY ABOUT PETE ISLEIB – Pete had lived in Juneau and was a very active member of
the Juneau Audubon Society when it was first established in Juneau. He was an avid bird
watcher and knew most of the birds that lived in and migrated to Alaska. He was killed several
years ago in a tragic accident when working with his commercial fishing gear. Pete grew up in
Connecticut and his sister Prill wrote the following article about her brother when he was young.
Those who knew him will enjoy reading this story.
RED FOX -- By Prill (Isleib) Mollick, Smoky Mountains, TN
When my brother Pete was a teenager he had a trap line and caught small animals such as
mink. He used some of his earning to buy his first spotting scope for birds. He learned to do
taxidermy work for which he was also earning a merit badge toward becoming an Eagle Scout.
Townspeople, where we lived at that time in rural, central Connecticut, knew about Pete
and his scouting adventures. One day a man, while driving on the highway, accidently hit and
killed a beautiful red fox.
He inquired around town, about having it preserved, and found out about Pete. Then he
called and asked Pete if he could do some taxidermy work for him and mount that fox.
Pete accepted the challenge and worked on that fox. When he was putting the finishing touches
on it he had it in the middle of his small upstairs bedroom. I remember that fox fur was draped
over a form and mounted on a smooth polished board, in a standing position, with the bushy tail
pointing out straight. He had ordered the fox eyes from a catalogue. Those piercing yellow
eyes looked quite life like. When Pete’s work was finished the fox owner was very pleased with
the work Pete had done.
A few years ago when my husband and I were driving along a country road, in the
Smoky Mountains, we came upon a red fox on the side of the road that brought back memories
of my brother. Most of the time a fox is usually very illusive, yet that fox was reluctant to leave
the road. We cautiously drove by it and could see it was not injured but that he was feeding on
some dead animal and didn’t want to leave it. The fox did not move off the road. We drove past
and left him alone. He was so engrossed with his meal, that it seemed as though he never
noticed we had been there.
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BIRDING RESOURCES
HAINES: Birds of the Chilkat Valley Checklist
(http://www.visithaines.com/sites/default/files/birds.pdf)
JUNEAU: Juneau Audubon Website (http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org)
Juneau Audubon Society Facebook page: (https://www.facebook.com/Juneau-AudubonSociety-138280412980789/)
SITKA: Sitka Postings (http://www.sitkanature.org/sitka-birds/)
SKAGWAY: Skagway Bird Club (https://sites.google.com/site/skagwaybirdclub/)
For discussions and latest sightings (http://groups.google.com/group/skagway-bird-club)
Skagway checklist (https://sites.google.com/site/skagwaybirdclub/home-1/toolsoverview/checklists/skagway-bird-checklist)
REGIONWIDE: For discussions and postings on Juneau and Southeast Alaska birds and events,
join EagleChat. For an invitation, please contact Gwen Baluss (gwenbaluss@yahoo.com) Summary of
Southeast Alaska Bird Observations Seasonally - Sub-regional Compilers: Steven C. Heinl and
Andrew W. Piston. This publication has beautiful bird photos and information for Southeast Alaska and
the most recent report is for Spring 2017, which covered the four months March to May. You can
view it on our web page at: http://www.juneau-audubon-society.org/SE%20AK%20Birding.html

AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION *Note there have been some changes in how to join or renew
National Audubon Society Membership (includes automatic membership in your local chapter, which is JAS if your zip is
anywhere in Southeast Alaska). Memberships begin at $20/year.
• Use the online form to join at https://www.audubon.org/membership
• Current members can renew online at http://www.audubon.org/renew or by emailing audubon@emailcustomerservice.com
• Call National Audubon to renew by phone at 1-844-428-3826
• Locate the latest renewal notice from Audubon in the mail, or the form in Audubon Magazine and return that using the
envelope provided
• US Postal Service: Send your name, address, email and payment check made out to National Audubon Society to: Juneau
Audubon Society, Membership Chair, PO Box 21725, Juneau, AK 99802.
Juneau Audubon Society Membership only: Please send name, address, and email with a check for $10 (1-year membership) made
out to Juneau Audubon Society to the USPS address above.
• All memberships include the Juneau Chapter Newsletter The Raven
• Please consider getting The Raven by e-mail instead of snail mail to save paper, time, and money and view photos in color.
Send notification with renewal or email memo to: membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
• Receive too much mail from the National Audubon Society? Ask to be taken off the mass mailing list by emailing Customer
Service audubon@emailcustomerservice.com (Opting out of extra mailings will not stop magazine subscription.)
• JAS does not send members any offers, action alerts or share our membership addresses with anyone
• Local or national membership does not include support for Audubon Alaska state group. We encourage members to support
that group as well. See http://ak.audubon.org/
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JUNEAU AUDUBON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Gwen Baluss | president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Vice President: Marsha Squires| vice-president@juneau-audubon-society.org
Treasurer
Patty Rose | treasurer@juneau-audubon-society.org
Secretary
Amy Sherwin | secretary@juneau-audubon-society.org
Field Trips Jason Colon | field-trips@juneau-audubon-society.org
Raven Editor
Membership Amanda Pilley | membership@juneau-audubon-society.org
Education
Patricia Wherry | education@juneau-audubon-society.org
Chestnut-backed Chickadee.
Programs
Brenda Wright | programs@juneau-audubon-society.org
Photo courtesy of Bob
Conservation Sidney Campbell | conservation@juneau-audubon-society.org
Armstrong. Bob’s wonderful
At Large “A” Amy Clark Courtney | at-large_a@juneau-audubon-society.org
bird and wildlife photographs
At Large “B”
Alexia Kiefer | at-large_b@juneau-audubon-society.org
are
free to use for educational
Saturday Wild Vacant | saturdaywild@juneau-audubon-society.org
Public Market Mary McCafferty | public-market@juneau-audubon-society.org and conservation purposes.
See more at:
Web Master George Utermohle | webmaster@juneau-audubon-society.org
www.naturebob.com
.
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