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JAS Monthly Presentations: Please join us for a virtual 

presentation Thursday, January 13th at 7:00pm for:  

Birds in the Bahamas Islands by Betsy & Scott Fischer  

                                          Summer Tanager, photo courtesy  Betsy Fischer 

We will host this presentation by Zoom—check our website for updates 

and virtual viewing options.  https://www.facebook.com/Juneau-

Audubon-Society-138280412980789.  Also—mark your calendar for 

Thursday, February 10th for the February presentation.  And check out 

our December 9th presentation archived on YouTube where  Helen 

Unruh  presents her photos "Statter Harbor-Mostly Birds:  The link 

is  https://youtu.be/VVnHx0f4tco.  
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Greeting a New Year 
By Marsha Squires, JAS Board President 

As the calendar flips to a new year, one often reflects upon the past 12 

months. What has occurred? What has been accomplished? What are the 

moments to celebrate or perhaps say goodbye to? 2021 was yet another 

altered year for JAS as for us all. Nevertheless, we continued to serve our 

members and work for bird conservation the best we could. I am proud 

of the steadfast work of our board members and volunteers who put in 

hundreds of hours toward our mission. I am grateful for the successful 

adaptations our members have taken to engage with new technologies 

and approaches to programming and events. And I am thankful for the 

beautiful environment and natural wonders we all are able to admire 

here in Southeast.    

In 2021, JAS continued to support research efforts in regards to Arctic 

Tern, Black Oystercatcher and American Tree Swallow nesting popula-

tions. We employed and mentored a college-level intern supporting a 

new generation of birders. We partnered with local agencies to clean up 

beaches, and imparted our mission’s view to conserve and protect forest 

and park lands. We continued with our programming via zoom and en-

couraged virtual field trips with radio broadcasts of weekly spring migra-

tion sightings. We went outside and counted birds during the Great Back-

yard Birding event, the Christmas Bird Count and JAS’ annual Bird-a-

thon.  

On a day to day basis, looking backwards is not my personal choice but to 

review the successes and stumbles of the past year does offer an oppor-

tunity to choose to move forward, celebrate, and create change. Our 

2022 goals are to continue on the path of engaging in community activi-

ties, conservation education and supporting bird research. We hope to 

see you and others on the trails birding and connecting with the peace 

which is given through nature. And we will continue to strive to improve 

upon our efforts to meet the needs of our members by conserving the 

natural ecosystems of Southeast Alaska, focusing on birds, other wildlife 

and their habitats for the benefit and enjoyment of current and future 

generations.” With the turn of the calendar year, we are greeting the 

New Year with joy, enthusiasm, and dedication.  

Guided Bird Walks Are in the Works! 

By Doreen Prieto - Field Trips Director 

We are happy to announce that  we are planning the 2022 Juneau Audu-

bon Society (JAS) Guided Bird Walks. Following tradition, the birding 

field trips will take place on Saturdays at 8 am from mid-April to mid-

June. They are free and open to the public. We welcome your participa-

tion and look forward to meeting those who are first -time and begin-

ning birders, young and younger! Spread the word! 

This season we will be offering birding opportunities in locations both 

familiar and not so familiar. We are recruiting a slate of Bird Walk Lead-

ers, both long-standing and new. Please feel free to step up if you would 

like to lead a trip or offer suggestions as to birding locations.   

Please note that should Covid restrictions prohibit or limit the number 

of people who are able to attend the in-person field trips we will modify 

the schedule to offer weekend birders location options and a listing of 

possible birds in the area, as we did in the 2021 Season.  

I leave you with a couple of links to articles from the New York 

Times and Audubon that may inspire and delight. Happy Birding! 

https://

www.nytimes.com/2020/05/29/

science/bird-watching-

coronavirus.html 

https://www.audubon.org/news/

more-birds-bring-more-happiness

-according-science 

Doreen Prieto   E-mail: field-

trips@juneau-audubon-

society.org 

Red-breasted Sapsucker, a rarity 

in winter seen during the Christ-

mas Bird Count Week. Photo 

courtesy of Gus van Vliet . 
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The 2021 Alaska Bird Conference (ABC) —By Gwen Baluss 

The ABC was held virtually in November. Normally, the bird conference is 

held every two years.  Researchers share their latest findings, agency biolo-

gists and others interested in bird conservation meet, and anyone can check 

out the presentations, some of which are free.  

Every bird conference that I attend, I look for patterns and themes that run 

throughout multiple presentations and discussions. This year I was struck by 

the urgency expressed for the need to address bird population declines and 

threats.  Bird studies in the Americas, even Alaska, have reached the point 

where there are many long-term data sets, incredibly sophisticated means 

of tracking birds, new and powerful statistical models, and a multitude of 

bright PhD’s from diverse backgrounds tackling the questions. That’s good 

news. There are also ever more birdwatchers who report citizen-science-

collected data and support conservation.  The bad news is that the bulk of 

studies and trends across the spectrum of species and types of studies raise 

concerns. Biologists are still saying, as they always have, that more study is 

needed to draw conclusions. And sometimes new information reveals that 

the population is higher, or more flexible in its habitat needs than previous-

ly thought. But increasingly scientists are also saying that just in case those 

declines are as steep as they appear, we need to ramp up conservation ac-

tion, public education, and policy-- and we need to do it right now.   

 

 

Arctic Tern 

with baitfish 

at Auke Bay. 

Photo cour-

tesy Gwen 

Baluss.  

All the abstracts can be viewed at  https://www.alaskabirdconference.org/wp

-content/uploads/2021/11/ABC2021-Abstracts_12Nov2021.pdf. Within are 

presentations from two species that breed in Southeast Alaska.—Aleutian 

and Arctic Terns 

Aleutian Terns (found near Yakutat, and at Glacier Bay up through coastal 

Alaska and eastern Siberia) have a low global population size. Although they 

are usually colonial nesters, they are difficult to count and monitor due to 

poorly mapped and remote nesting locations, potential to move between 

nesting sites, tendency to mix with other tern species and to fly at rapid 

speeds, and poorly mapped pelagic migration routes (to Asia).  Some of the 

most comprehensive and innovative approaches to date, using and combina-

tion of foot counts, drones and aircraft, and working with partners in Russia, 

yielded low estimates: less than 2500 individuals at the four known large col-

onies that are thought to hold 30-50% of the total population. 

Their cousin, the Arctic Tern is more numerous and widespread throughout 

the far north worldwide. However, a local observation (at the Mendenhall 

Lake and Portland Island nesting areas) of a die-off during the 2019 nesting 

season raised concern for terns and other seabirds in Alaska who also feed on 

baitfish. During a warm spell, harmful algal blooms resulted in shellfish and 

baitfish (sand lance and herring) registering high levels of saxitoxin (the poi-

son that causes Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning in humans) which was ultimately 

determined to be the cause of death for some of the victims.  A similar case 

found young Kittzlitz’s murrelets near Kodiak succumbing to saxitoxin poison-

ing. While these may be isolated incidences, it raises concern for the role of 

harmful algae in the mix of other issues such food availability in a changing 

sea. 

What to do? Unfortunately, there may not be a lot of local action options 

that will tackle broadscale changes in ocean temperature or harmful algal 

blooms directly. But we can remove the threats that we do have some local 

control over. In the case of terns, their nesting areas can be protected from 

disturbance. This is something the US Forest Service, Juneau Audubon Socie-

ty and Alaska State Parks, are working on.  

https://www.alaskabirdconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ABC2021-Abstracts_12Nov2021.pdf.
https://www.alaskabirdconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ABC2021-Abstracts_12Nov2021.pdf.
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Juneau Christmas Bird Count Results—By Patty Rose 

The 49th Juneau Christmas Bird Count took place Saturday, December 18. 

Thirty-nine volunteers reported 53 species and 7,239 individual birds on 

count day. Twelve additional species were seen during count week, for a 

total of 65 species.  

Count day was clear and cold, with temperatures ranging from the single 

digits near the Mendenhall Glacier to the low twenties near the water. The 

ground was snow-covered, and ponds and lakes were frozen.  

Highlights on count day included a Glaucous Gull at the landfill in the Lemon 

Creek area, and an Anna's Hummingbird at a residence near Twin Lakes. 

Highlights during count week included two Trumpeter Swans, which were 

observed flying over the Back Loop and also seen on the Mendenhall River, 

a continuing American Coot at Statter Harbor, a Red-breasted Sapsucker at 

an Auke Bay residence, an American Three-toed Woodpecker at Fish Creek, 

and a Barred Owl at a Back Loop residence.  

Twenty-two species have been seen on each of the previous 48 counts and 

were seen on this count. The five most numerous species were Mallard 

(2060), Glaucous-winged Gull (1418), Canada Goose (411), Barrow's Gold-

eneye (530), and Surf Scoter (378). A new low count of three White-winged 

Scoters was recorded this year. Thrushes evaded detection on count day 

and during count week. Four species of woodpeckers were recorded, in-

cluding two Downy Woodpeckers and three Hairy Woodpeckers on count 

day and a Red-breasted Sapsucker and an American Three-toed Woodpeck-

er during count week. A detailed 

list follows. 

Thanks to those who volun-

teered! Please contact Patty 

Rose at 

p_rose_raven@yahoo.com if 

you have questions.                 

 

                                                    Glaucous Gull, photo courtesy of Mark Schwann 

 

Canada Goose - 411 
Trumpeter Swan - count week 
Gadwall - count week 
American Wigeon - 26 
Mallard - 2060 
Northern Pintail - 4 
Green-winged Teal - 1 
Greater Scaup - count week 
   Unidentified Scaup - 17 
Harlequin Duck - 43 
Surf Scoter - 378 
White-winged Scoter - 3 
Black Scoter - 1 
Unidentified Scoters - 1 
Long-tailed Duck - 9 
Bufflehead - 125 
Common Goldeneye - 84 
Barrow's Goldeneye - 539 
   Unidentified Goldeneyes - 11 
Common Merganser - 122 
Red-breasted Merganser - 60 
Pacific Loon - 86 
Common Loon - 8 
Yellow-billed Loon - 1 
   Unidentified Loons - 4 
Horned Grebe - 21 
Red-necked Grebe - 1 
Pelagic Cormorant - 24 
Unidentified Cormorants - 1 
Great Blue Heron - 3 
Bald Eagle - 155 
Sharp-shinned Hawk - count week 
Northern Goshawk - 1 
American Coot - count week 
Killdeer - 6 
Dunlin - 126 
Pigeon Guillemot - 1 
Marbled Murrelet - 35 
Mew Gull - 125 

Herring Gull - 1 
Iceland Gull (Thayer's) - count week 
Glaucous-winged Gull - 1418 
Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull Hy-
brid - 4 
Glaucous Gull - 1 
   Unidentified Gulls - 153 
Rock Pigeon - 141 
Barred Owl - count week 
Short-eared Owl - count week 
Anna's Hummingbird - 1 
Belted Kingfisher - 13 
Red-breasted Sapsucker - cw 
Downy Woodpecker - 2 
Hairy Woodpecker - 3 
Am. Three-toed Woodpecker - count 
week 
Northern Shrike - 1 
Steller's Jay - 11 
Black-billed Magpie - 17 
Northwestern Crow (American) - 326 
Common Raven - 373 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee - 38 
Red-breasted Nuthatch - cw 
Brown Creeper - 1 
Pacific Wren - 6 
American Dipper - 5 
Golden-crowned Kinglet - 11 
European Starling - 55 
Song Sparrow - 20 
Golden-crowned Sparrow - 1 
Unidentified Sparrows - 1 
Dark-eyed Junco - 138 
Pine Grosbeak - 4 
Common Redpoll - 1 
Pine Siskin - count week 
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Eagle Beach Birding with Auke Bay Elementary 

By Kim Ramos, Education Chair 

On a chilly, drizzly October morning Brenda, our JAS Programs Chair, and 

I began setting up at Eagle Beach. We had our mounted Mallard, Raven, 

and Great Horned Owl. We had binos and Mallard wings. All we needed 

were the fifth-grade kiddos from Auke Bay Elementary. We heard our 

first small group before we saw them. The unmistakable giggles and 

shouts of excited children got louder as the students rounded the corner 

towards our shelter. The students sat around a picnic table and looked 

excitedly at the covered lumps on the table. I told the students we 

would start by playing a guessing game.  I opened up the Merlin Bird ID 

app and played a call. The moment they heard the QUACK QUACK 

QUACK they all started guessing. Not only did they guess duck, but some 

also knew the call was from a Mallard! I played Raven and Great Horned 

owl calls too and we talked all about the interesting adaptations these 

local birds have. What makes Ravens so smart and special? How can 

owls silently catch their prey?  

Eagle Beach photos courtesy Kim Ramos. 

After discussing some fun facts about the birds Brenda pulled out the tab-

let to show the kids more fun features on the Merlin Bird ID app. She 

showed the kids how to use the 

app to help identify birds. Bren-

da told the kids to grab a pair of 

binoculars. After going over how 

to use binoculars we all went for 

a walk. Brenda and I had put out 

signs that had bird pictures on 

them and the kids excitedly 

shouted when they spotted a 

Steller’s Jay hiding in the forest 

or a Harlequin Duck near the 

river. We met with six different 

small groups of students. The 

students were enthusiastic and 

curious and it was incredibly re-

freshing to have an in person 

educational event. COVID had put a pause on many of Juneau Audubon’s 

in person activities. There is still a lot of uncertainty ahead but I am hop-

ing that 2022 brings more opportunities to gather safely. We are all un-

doubtedly experts on zoom by now so I am sure the JAS community will 

stay connected 

no matter the 

method.  

 

Thankyou cards 

from Auke Bay 

Elementary 

Students, pho-

tos courtesy 

Marsha 

Squires. 
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Tracking Local News of Interest: 

Fish Creek Estuary Planning Underway—By Gwen Baluss 

The CBJ and multiple partners are considering improvements for recreation and 
habitat restoration at Fish Creek Natural Area Park.  

All users have been invited to comment by Jan. 10, 2022.  

More information and a survey link can be found here.   https://
www.mrvarchitects.com/portfolio-item/fish-creek-estuary-area-planning/ 

Earlier in the fall, JAS President and Vice President Gwen Baluss and Marsha 
Squires participated in a walk through for local professionals. They thought most 
of the ideas for improvements would benefit user enjoyment and the wildlife/
birding in the area. However, there is concern for one of the concepts put forth – 
the removal of a dike that would potentially half the area of the so-called North-
east Pond, a known hotspot for foraging bats and breeding Boreal Toads.  The 
river might be on the way to removing the dike via erosion, but either way, they 
felt that toads and bats, both being relatively rare locally and taxa of concern 
globally, should be a high priority for future management of the area.  

 

Tongass Roadless Rule Revisited—By Lois Killewich 
In 2001 the US Forest Service established the “Roadless Area Conservation Rule,” 
which was designed to protect inventoried roadless areas within the National 
Forest System, “within the context of multi-use management.”  It specifically 
prohibited road construction, road re-construction, and timber harvest in these 
areas, although there would be “some exceptions.”  The original rule covered 9.3 
million acres of the Tongass National Forest, constituting roughly 55% of its acre-
age. 

Based upon a lawsuit filed by the State of Alaska regarding economic considera-
tions, the US Department of Agriculture exempted the Tongass National Forest 
from the Roadless Area Conservation Rule in 2003.  The Roadless Rule was rein-
stated for the Tongass in 2011 but reversed again in 2020 after a lengthy process 
in which the concerns of local groups within the state of Alaska were given more 
weight.  The “2020 Alaska Roadless Rule” purports to increase timber harvest 
and road reconstruction, while maintaining important areas of conservation and 
wilderness. 

There is now a repeal to the 2020 Alaska Roadless Rule pending (Alaska Roadless 
Rule Repeal #60904), and comments are being solicited.  The comment period 
ends January 24, 2022.  Comments can be submitted at https://
www.regulations.gov/document/FS-2021-0007-0006. 

 Field Notes from a California Bird Walk 

JAS Membership Chair, Lizzie Solger, reminds us to look up our 
Audubon friends when we visit new places.  

An early morning drive up a typically twisting neighborhood road off of 
Mulholland drive takes you to the Franklin Canyon birdwalk hosted by the 
San Fernando Valley Audubon Society. It was a warm Sunday in Novem-
ber and vivacious Paula gathered her group together, adorning us with 
name tags before leading the way. We were immediately met with a tree 
full of acorn woodpeckers in the lingering morning mist.  As the day heat-
ed up we traipsed through the canyon spotting Scrub Jays, and towhees-
both California and Spotted. The knowledgeable resident birders were 
quick to offer info to those of us who are visiting, or new. As we waited 
patiently for the California Thrasher to thrash his way out of his thicket, I 
took comfort in our familiar friends the Common Raven and American 
Crow soaring above us. Upon arriving at the second of two ponds on the 
walk we were lucky to find the resident male Wood Duck.  As we start to 
travel again, I recommend looking up bird walks hosted by Audubon 
chapters in the destination of your choosing. I was impressed by the vari-
ety of birds we saw on this semi-urban bird walk. Who knew you could 
find such feathered delights in basically the exact center of LA county? 

Occasionally Wood Ducks can be seen in Southeast Alaska as 

well. Photo courtesy Gwen Baluss. 
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